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BEHIND THE WHEEL 
With President Jay 
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OKTOBERFEST RALLY 
September 25, 2010 
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STARFEST 2010 
September 24-29th  
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SANTA FE S5 TOUR RECAP �����
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2011 C-CLASS ACTIVE 
SAFETY TECHNOLOGY 
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SUPPORT SUSAN G. KOMEN 
RACE FOR THE CURE 
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The Perfect Landing 
7625 S. Peoria St. 

Englewood  
�

You’ll be sure to enjoy the casual 
cuisine and the great views from 
Pike’s Peak to Long’s Peak at this 
restaurant often billed as “Denver’s 
Hidden Gem Restaurant”,.  The 
Perfect Landing is located close to 
Centennial Airport  in the Denver 
Tech Center.  Call Jay at 303-935-
8270 for directions, or if you would 
like more information.  
 
The September Social will be Sep-
tember 15th at  the Golden Eu-
rope.    
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You’re bound to see all three of these  

at our Annual MHS/PPS Summer Event & BBQ 
 

Join us for our Annual Garage Tour August 28 th  
Start Time:  9:00 am  

Country Buffet, 1026 S. Sable Blvd., Aurora 
 

This perennial favorite always has treats in store for those who admire the finer things in 
life, especially motorized movers. This year’s event will take a slightly different turn as 
we will also get to see some chassis’ that “slip the surly bonds of earth”, including the 
Extra 330 LS pictured above, a Bell 407 Helicopter, and other aircraft with state of the 
art advanced avionics.  The day will end with a bountiful barbeque and grea t time 
at the Henry’s in Castle Rock.   Those of you who have joined us before know what a 
great time we always have with this event. So, mark your calendars for August 28th, and 
make sure your camera is charged for a day of eye candy!  

We will meet at the Country Buffet at 9:00 a.m. for a brief morning social, we’ll get our 
instructions and direction, then be off to our first garage stop which will include a special 
sweet treat. One more mid-day stop and then off to the Henry’s for wine, socializing, 
barbecue and fun enjoying the Henry’s exceptional hospitality.  As always, a memorable 
day will certainly result.  Cost for this event is $25 per person.  You must re gister by 
August 13 th.   For more information contact Harvey LeCato at mbca@comcast.net.                    
REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 
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The MHS Board is holding its August meeting at the Mount 
Vernon Country Club on August 7, 2010.   Why not take a 
Saturday drive up to “the Hills” and join us?   Cost for lunch is 

$20 per person—you will have a choice of 3 entrees.   This gives you a chance to 
meet with the Board, enjoy a great lunch, throw in your 2¢, and enjoy a nice drive.    
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The Constellation 
Newsletter of the Mile-High Section, Inc., Mercedes-Benz Club 

America, Inc. 
Mile-High Section, Inc. MBCA, Publisher 

 
Deborah Hokanson, Editor 

PO BOX 27825, Denver, CO  80227-7825 
Phone:  303-935-8270 / Email: dhokan@comcast.net 

 
We ask our readers to support the advertisers appearing in this 
publication. However, no inference should be made that advertising 
in The Constellation implies approval of products or services by the 
publisher, the Mile-High Section, its officers or members, or by the 
Mercedes-Benz Club  of America.  We encourage editors of other 
Mercedes-Benz Club newsletters to reprint articles that may be of 
interest to their Section’s members. We appreciate credit being 
given to The Constellation. Those articles reprinted in The Constel-
lation with permission from owners of copyrights on those articles 
may not be used without written permission from the original own-
ers.   Members are welcome to submit articles.  Deadline for sub-
mission is the 10th of the month prior to the month  the issue 
comes out.   Articles should be relevant to the interests and activi-
ties of MBCA and its members.   The Publisher reserves the right to 
edit or reject any article.   
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The reviews are in and if you missed the Santa Fe trip, like Deb 
and  I, then we apparently missed the trip of the year and possi-
bly of the decade.  Many thanks to Harvey LeCato for a well 
planned and executed event shared with many of our friends in 
the New Mexico Section.   
 
We’re looking for ideas for a Section trip for next summer.  Any-
one have an idea of where we should visit next summer?   These 
summer trips generally involve 1-3 overnight stays.   
 
The rescheduled UCP car Show is just around the corner on Au-
gust 8th.  We’re hoping that everyone who registered for the can-
celed show on June 13th will be able to make this one.  Hopefully 
the weather will cooperate with mild sunny weather and no 
storms. 
 
We thought we had a possible location for the 2010 Make-a-
Wish Mercedes car show in September however that location 
and date have fallen through once again.  Sadly, there will be no 
show this year but we’re working on a location for next summer.   
 
There is still time to make the Mount Vernon Country Club lunch 
on August 7th.  Call Max Townsend if you would like to attend 
this event.  There is also a little time left to register for the MHS 
Garage Tour and Picnic which is coming up on August 28th.  
Don’t forget to sign up for the Oktoberfest Rally and BBQ coming 
in September.  This is our premier fall event that you sure do not 
want to miss. 
 
We’re also looking for a location(s) to visit on our Quarterly Drive 
in October and would like to have a suggestion or two from our 
members.  Our quarterly drives have become very popular 
events and we’re having fun scheduling them.             —Jay 
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MILE-HIGH SECTION  
TEAM DREIZACKSTERNE 
PLANS  2010 SUPPORT 
FOR SUSAN G. KOMEN 
RACE FOR THE CURE 

 
In past years the Mile-High Section has organized a walking 
team that participated in the Komen Race for the Cure under 
its team name Dreizacksterne (Three Pointed Stars).  While 
we had almost 30 entrants a few years ago, participation has 
steadily declined since then.  Inclement weather and an 
aversion to fighting large crowds on a Sunday morning has 
not helped this situation.   

Thus, this year we are attempting a different approach for 
the Section’s participation and contributions.  We plan to 
collect member contributions and forward them to the 
Komen organization.  Our plan is to develop a procedure 
through which the Dreizaksterne team will receive the credit 
and  individual contributors will be recognized by the Komen 
organization.   
 
Members wishing to make a charitable contribution t o 
the Komen Race for the Cure should submit their che ck, 
made payable to the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cur e 
using the Registration Form on Page 11.   The Section 
will collect that information and submit it to the Komen or-
ganization in the name of the MHS team.  Additionally, a 
donation box will be available at the Oktoberfest Rally on 
September 25, 2010.  The collection box will be set up at the 
end of the rally to collect your contributions in the form of a 
cash or check donation.  Unfortunately, the Section is unable 
to process credit card contributions.  Receipt for donations 
can be provided upon request.  Contact Reiner or Carol 
Haubold at 303-986-5035 or reinbold1@comcast.net   for 
more information or to suggest ways to support this  
worthy cause.   

 

We had to face the truth, we have a hard time  
finding members who want to work that hard for 

this important  cause when easier options are 
available.    
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Fall is right around the corner!  Time for another wonderful scenic drive along the Front Range 
and into the mountains.  Hopefully the trees will be displaying their most magnificent color dur-
ing our drive.  Please plan to join us for the Mile-High Section’s Annual Oktoberfest Rally on 
Saturday, September 25.  At the end of the drive we’ll meet at the Lass Resort (Ron and Laura 
Lass’s home) for a BBQ.  The menu will include brats, grilled chicken breasts, sauerkraut, Ger-
man red cabbage, hot German potato salad, beer, wine, soft drinks, water, and Black Forest 
cake.      Details with start time and location will follow in the September issue of The Constella-
tion.  

A headcount for the BBQ is required so you must register by September 22.  The cost is $30 per person .  Bring your camera 
for great pictures along the drive and bring your appetite.  We’ll have lots of great food to enjoy at the end of the day.  For 
those of you driving the rally from quite a distance, you could spend the night in Longmont at Super 8 Motel, 2446 N. Main 
Street, Longmont, CO 80501.  They are located at Hwy 287 & Hwy 66.  You can reach the Super 8 at 303-772-8106.  This is 
just four miles south of the Lass Resort where you’ll be enjoying the BBQ.   

For more information, contact Laura Lass at 303-776 -8276.                                 REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 
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The National Business Office has announced that with every email and address update received at the NBO, 
(either by website, phone, email or snail mail) they will send a 10% Off Coupon for one item in the Club 
Store.  One coupon per member will be sent  electronically  (you must provide a valid email address).  

Please send these updates to Geni at geni@mbca.org . Remember, items mailed to an incorrect address or 
where you are not currently residing  (temporarily away) cost the club money! 

6787�0 � �%�� � � ���������������������������
                THE CONSTELLATION 

     Cool Cars, Cool Mountains �
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If you want to have a fun-filled weekend, and enjoy 
lots of GREAT cars, you won’t want to miss the Gun-
nison Car Club’s  annual "Cool Cars, Cool Moun-
tains" Car Show.    Though this won’t be an official 
Mile High Section event, if you enjoy car shows, 
you’re sure to enjoy a weekend of fun if you choose 
to attend.   You can attend one, or all, of the events.   
For more information about the show visit 
www.gunnisoncarclub.com.   

New Items Always  
Available at  

the MBCA Club Store   
�
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The Club Store also has shirts, 
auto accessories—or other spe-
cial items for that special person 
(even if that special person is 
YOU!)   Contact Karen via email 
at karen@mbca.org or by phone,       
1-800-637-2360.  

 You can also visit  the Webstore 
at www.mbca.org. 
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In 2010, your MHS Board decided to plan a series of one-
day Quarterly Drives.  These drives are casual, relaxed 
scenic drives, generally with a stop for lunch and/or a 
short planned tour or event.  The Quarterly Drives have 
proven to be so successful with our members that more 
are in the works for 2010 and 2011.   

Want to be a part of the planning?    Send your  ideas to 
President, Jay Hokanson at jhokanso@comcast.net.   

Watch for more quarterly drives in 2010/2011. We 
hope you will join us on our next drive! 
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MHS Advertising Manager Wanted 
Is there someone in the Mile-High Section who would like to get into advertising and PR work, and 
make a little money on the side as well? No experience necessary but an outgoing personality is a 
plus.  The Mile-High Section needs someone to visit Mercedes dealers, repair shops and other 
related businesses to work with these companies on their current advertisement and/or future ad-
vertisement in The Constellation.    

Contact Jay Hokanson  if you want more information on this opportunity, 303-935-8270. 
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Put on for Mercedes-Benz Club of America members by fel-
low MBCA members, StarFest® 2010 is tailored to the Mer-
cedes-�������������������������������������������� �� -
Benz Concours d’Elegance, various driving and social 
events, as well  as Mercedes-Benz technical seminars and 
hands on clinics to improve your knowledge of the marque. 
For those attendees not as interested in cars, specific 
events, tours and trips are planned throughout the event. 

StarFest® 2010 starts on Friday September 24th and goes to 
Wednesday September 29th in Winchester, VA. Come for a 
day, a single activity, or the entire event!  Or just come and 
hangout and visit with other members! Friday is a welcome 
day of relaxed activities, vendor area, an afternoon of hands-
on events including a Concours, detailing clinics, a flea mar-
ket — all designed to for you to have fun.   Everyone will be 
able to enjoy the parties and social events held throughout 
the event!  It is a great time to connect and reconnect with 
your fellow MBCA members from around the country, as well 
as Mercedes-Benz experts and employees from around the 
world. 
 
For more information about StarFest® 2010 the event web-
site will be updated regularly at www.starfest2010.org.  To 
follow updates check out www.twitter.com/starfest2010, or 
join the StarFest 2010 facebook page.  For those who do not 
have computer access, a printed StarFest® 2010 registration 
form can be sent to you upon request.  Contact Paul Van-
denberg, 11154 Saffold Way, Reston, VA 20190-3823, 
703.478.2158, pdjv@pdjv.net. We look to seeing you in Sep-
tember in Winchester, Virginia for StarFest® 2010. 
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This is an event for all Mercedes-Benz  
enthusiasts who want to learn more about 

 Mercedes-Benz automobiles.  
For those attendees who are less interested in 
cars there will be plenty for them to do as well, 

with tours, trips and events  
specifically designed for them.  
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It all started as a holiday wish. At the Mile-High Section’s 2009 Holi-
day Party, someone asked members for ideas on what special 
events to plan for 2010. One member responded: “The Santa Fe 
Opera!”  Since one of the board members had long desired to at-
tend same, the idea for the trip was born. And, on July 8-10, 2010, 
thirty-two members of the Mile-High Section and ten New Mexico 
Section members enjoyed some fabulous times in and around San-
ta Fe, NM. After check-in at the beautiful Lodge hotel on Thursday, 
members were treated to a “tech session” presented by MBCA’s 
Technical Committee Chair, George Murphy on “The Future with 
Your Electronic   Mercedes Benz”. Friday started with a tour of the 
Unser Racing  Museum, discovering the legacy of the family’s histo-
ry in Indy and Pikes Peak Hill Climb racing. Then it was off to an 
enjoyable tour of the Case Rondena Winery, along with the obligato-
ry tasting of their fine wares. Saturday morning our driving event 
took us along the route of New Mexico’s Turquoise Trail, with a 
shopping stop in the quaint town of Madrid, and a quick route up to 
the 10,378 foot summit of Sandia Peak. The crown jewel of the 
weekend was attending the Santa Fe Opera’s presentation of Mad-
ame Butterfly, complete with a backstage tour, and pre-opera buffet. 
The rave reviews from all attendees proved that all enjoyed the Slid-
ing, Sipping, Signs and Sopranos in Santa Fe (S5) extravaganza!    
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WOW! What a well-organized trip and fun we had with the Mile High MB Club on the S5 Tour to Santa Fe July 8-11th!    
On a scale of 1-10 it was a at least a 20!   We cannot say enough  about this great event and all the work Harvey did 
for us.  We were always informed of the tour events thanks t o Harvey’s outstanding itinerary booklet, packed 
in the awesome cloth goodie bags handmade by Diane LeCato .   

We could not have asked for better lodging and restaurant selections.   We enjoyed the fun filled and informative tours 
to the Unser museum and the winery.  Our transportation and trip to the Opera was outstanding .  The back lot tour ( a 
life time highlight) was something we’ll never forget.  All we can say is the trip was unbelievable.  Special kudos to 
Harvey LeCato - THANK YOU VERY MUCH!   Everyone loved it – the best MB event ever –THANKS!            

                                                                                                                                — Don & Mary Lou Vollmer 
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There are many advantages provided by this valuable MBCA member resource, including: 

  1  Information about your Mercedes-Benz 

  1� For Sale and Wanted Forums to help you buy and sell Mercedes cars and parts 

  1��� Model Specific forums — from old to new 

  1� The Technical Forum where you can get your questions answered by George Murphy 

  1� The Marshall Booth Diesel Forum for members with old 200D’s to the new CDI models 

  1� Regional forums for event information  
  1� General discussion forums—giving members the opportunity to ask and answer questions 

Go to http://mbca.cartama.net/index/php  to register and create a profile. 
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The Mercedes-Benz Classic Center in Irvine, California 
is celebrating its fourth year in business by displaying a 
rare collection of rear-engine vehicles and successfully 
restoring its first museum car: a 1934 150 Sport Road-
ster, a rare mid-rear engine two-seater. Two other rear-
engine vehicles, the 130 and the 170 H, are also on dis-
play at the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center. Drawing on 
the expertise of their highly specialized technicians and 
facility’s capabilities,  and with the preservation of the 

original parts and vehicle a priority, they re-built transmission, brakes, steering and suspension systems, engineered a 
new wiring harness to for safety and reliability and fabricated missing components in order to make the 150 Sport Road-
ster street capable after not running for approximately 60 years. Purchased second-hand in the late 1940s with a mile-
age of 44,500 kilometers, the150 Sport Roadster has not been roadworthy since that time.   
The 1934 130 was the first fully-developed mass-produced rear-engine car both in brand history and indeed in the entire 
history of the automobile. While Mercedes-Benz has the honor of bringing the rear-engine concept to a new level and 
making it more widely known, the run was short and the 1936 170 H was the last rear-engine mounted model that wore 
the star logo. In 1946, 10 years after Mercedes-Benz finished production, the “VW Beetle” went on sale and the profile 
became recognizable. 
 
Opened in October 2006,  the Classic Center is a two story facility which includes a paint and restoration shop, service 
bays, a parts department, and a showroom for vehicles available for purchase. The Classic Center also helps customers 
find a vintage Mercedes-Benz for purchase, and for those who already own a classic Mercedes-Benz, the Center pro-
vides the history of their vehicles by utilizing both its domestically held records and those held by the Daimler Archives in 
Stuttgart.  Visit their website at www.mbclassiccenter.com or call the toll-free number, 1-866-MBCLASSIC (1-866-622-
5277), for more information.   If you’re ever in Irvine, be sure to visit the Classic Center!    

                THE CONSTELLATION 
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Building on the innovative technologies introduced last year on the E- and 
S-Class, the restyled CL-Class boasts two new safety features based on 
state-of-the-art radar, camera and sensor technology. Renowned as the 
flagship coupe from Mercedes-Benz, the 2011 CL-Class debuts Active 
Lane Keeping Assist and Active Blind Spot Assist, both designed to help 
the driver avoid danger through corrective braking.   
 
Active Lane Keeping Assist  
Using a multi-purpose camera mounted in the windshield and a computer 
that analyzes the images, Active Lane Keeping Assist recognizes lane 
markings and alerts the driver by simulating rumble strip vibrations in the 
steering wheel (via an electric motor) if the car drifts from its lane unintentionally. Should the driver fail to react to this 
warning, the car intervenes by gently braking the wheels on the opposite side of the car. The unequal distribution of 
braking forces causes a yaw movement which helps the driver to stay in their lane. Active Lane Keeping Assist makes 
use of the existing ESP® (Electronic Stability Program) system to apply the brakes and maintain vehicle control. 
 
Active Blind Spot Assist 
The second innovation on the 2011 CL-Class, Active Blind Spot Assist, monitors both blind spots alongside the vehicle 
using close-range radar sensors. When a vehicle is detected, a yellow warning triangle is illuminated in the correspond-
ing side-view mirror. Should the driver disregard this warning and activate the turn indicator, the warning triangle chang-
es to red and an audible warning also sounds. If the driver continues to ignore these warnings and moves dangerously 
close to a neighboring vehicle, the system activates corrective braking intervention to the wheels of the opposite side of 
the vehicle. Like Active Lane Keeping Assist, the yaw movement helps correct the car’s path or minimize the conse-
quences of a collision.     The 2011 MY CL-Class will make its U.S. debut in Fall 2010. 
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DON’T FORGET—MBCA MEMBERSHIPS MAKE GREAT GIFTS! 
          Don’t miss an issue of The Star magazine, access to the Club Forum, the Tech Library,  and much more.   And 
don’t forget the MBCA Loyalty Program—updated for 2010!  Fill out the form below and mail it to MBCA at the address 
on the lower left part of the form, or—why wait — go straight to www.mbca.org  and fill out Gift Membership form on 
line.  Have you renewed YOUR MBCA membership?    
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DENVER, CO  80227-7825 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED  
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