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8230 S. Holly Street 

Centennial, CO 
www.farrorestaurant.com 
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MONTHLY MEANDERINGS 
President Niels Haubold 
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LUNCH WITH MHS BOARD 
AT MT VERNON CC  Sept. 17th 
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SPECIAL SEPT. SOCIAL 
THE PERFECT LANDING 
Sept. 21, 2011 
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ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST 
RALLY—Sept 24, 2011 
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LEGENDS OF THE AUDOBAHN 
August 19 
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PPS STAR TRAILS 
August 17-21, 2011 
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JUNE CAR SHOWS  
RECAP  
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MERCEDES-BENZ IN THE 
NEWS  
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��� �� �actually, it was in June, 2011), Isadora (MHS Mem-
bers Ron and Martha Graham’s 1979 450SL)  suggested to her caretakers that they 
invite the Mile-High Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club to come and be part of the 
Georgetown 4th of July parade.  She was so pleased to see 10 of her relatives and 
friends come join in the fun.    After a light breakfast of coffee, rolls and cakes at Ron 
and Martha’s, her troops carefully lined up for the big parade.  Isadora proudly lead 
the way, as the band of Merry Mercedes followed her through town with fire trucks 
blowing their horns and brass bands playing away.                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To her amazement 
this was the first 
time the club (and 
some of the partici-
pants) had ever 
been in a parade.  
Isadora is pleased 
to announce that 
the club was the 
parade’s 3rd place 
winner, and she is 
proudly displaying 
the trophy.  She 
suggests that next 
year members bring candy to throw, as the entire town thinks that all Mercedes own-
ers are dentists.    

After a great BBQ in the town park everyone had a chance to sit down and chat over 
lunch.   Eventually, Isadora had to say goodbye to old friends and new friends, as the 
merry band of Mercedes returned to their homes in the city.  

Isadora wants to thank those who participated:  PEPPER (1995 SL500 Norman and 
Gerri Franklin), BLACK BEAUTY (2008 SLK55 AMG  Keith and Mimi Platte), SLIK 
(2008 SLK Jack and Pat Clark), DOLLY (SLK230 Angelia Ainsley), SILVER ARROW 
(SLK320 Max and Diane Townsend),  2003 500SL  (Helen and Don Nelson), 2009 
CLK350 (Lou Rogers), 2000 E55(Tim Fead),  2002 E55 (Dan Fead), and the Grand-
father of the group — 1972 380SL owned by the Todd Family.  Isadora looks forward 
to having even more of her relatives join next year’s parade.����
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The Constellation 
Newsletter of the Mile-High Section, Inc., Mercedes-Benz Club 

America, Inc. 
Mile-High Section, Inc. MBCA, Publisher 

 
JAY & DEBORAH HOKANSON, Editors 
PO BOX 27825, Denver, CO  80227-7825 

Phone:  303-935-8270 / Email: constellation@comcast.net 
 

We ask our readers to support the advertisers appearing in this pub-
lication. However, no inference should be made that advertising in 
The Constellation implies approval of products or services by the 
publisher, the Mile-High Section, its officers or members, or by the 
Mercedes-Benz Club  of America.  We encourage editors of other 
Mercedes-Benz Club newsletters to reprint articles that may be of 
interest to their Section’s members. We appreciate credit being giv-
en to The Constellation. Those articles reprinted in The Constellation 
with permission from owners of copyrights on those articles may not 
be used without written permission from the original owners.   Mem-
bers are welcome to submit articles.  Deadline for submission is 
the 10th of the month prior to the month the issue comes out.   
Articles should be relevant to the interests and activities of MBCA 
and its members.   The Publisher reserves the right to edit or reject 
any article.   
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   It is a real conundrum when a friend and fellow enthusiast 
decides to change course in the middle of the race. Our friend 
and leader, Harvey LeCato, has decided to resign his positions 
as President and Board Member of the Mile-High Section. 
Thankfully, Harvey will remain a member in good standing and 
will continue to plan and carry out the fantastic rallies and trips 
that we have grown to love over the years. Don’t forget that he 
has a great event lined up at the Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta in October too! 

   With Harvey’s resignation, the Club’s bylaws indicate that the 
Vice President is to assume the duties of the departing Presi-
dent. Howdy folks, that’s me. Niels Haubold. I raised my hand 
and volunteered for Vice President because I knew Harvey 
was ambitious and my commitment would be minimal. To say I 
was surprised when he announced his resignation and indicat-
ed that I would be serving as President, would be an under-
statement. Rest assured, my heart is in the right place and I 
am devoted to leading the Mile-High Section in a positive    
direction. 

   The Board has nominated and selected former section Presi-
dent Randy Williams to serve as Vice President, so I have the 
hand of experience resting solidly on my shoulder and giving 
me the occasional shove should I need it. 

   I look forward to serving, and hope we continue to grow and 
thrive in the coming years! The success of the Club lies in the 
hands of the members, and it is the membership that makes it 
work. Feel free to drop me or any member of the Board a note 
if you have any ideas for events. Our monthly socials are an 
excellent opportunity to come out and meet new friends, and 
we always welcome ideas for new locations. The rotating for-
mat makes it convenient to attend when it happens to be in 
your neck of the woods. Why not meet at your favorite “secret” 
gastronomical escape?  I hope to see you at an event soon! 
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Fall is coming and it’s time for one of our favorite events.    Our yearly Oktoberfest Rally always 
includes a scenic drive along the Front Range and into the mountains.  Hopefully we’ll get to see 
the trees displaying their most magnificent fall colors during our drive.  Please plan to join us for the 
Mile-High Section’s Annual Oktoberfest Rally on Saturday, September 24.  At the end of the drive 
we’ll meet at the Lass Resort (Ron and Laura Lass’s home) for a BBQ.  The menu will include 
brats, grilled chicken breasts, sauerkraut, German red cabbage, hot German potato salad, beer, 
wine, soft drinks, water, and Black Forest cake.      Details with start time and location will follow in 
the September issue of The Constellation.   

A headcount for the BBQ is required so you must register by September 21st.  The cost is $30 per person .  Bring your    
camera for great pictures along the drive and bring your appetite.  We’ll have lots of great food to enjoy at the end of the day.  
For those of you driving the rally from quite a distance, you could spend the night in Longmont at Super 8 Motel, 2446 N. Main 
Street, Longmont, CO 80501.  They are located at Hwy 287 & Hwy 66.  You can reach the Super 8 at 303-772-8106.  This is 
just four miles south of the Lass Resort where you’ll be enjoying the BBQ.   

For more information, contact Laura Lass at 303-776 -8276.                                 REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 

Have 
lunch 

with your 
MHS 
Board 

 Saturday, Sept. 17, 2011 
12:00 p.m. 

  Mount Vernon Country Club  

Come and join your MHS board at 
Mount Vernon Country Club for lunch at 
noon on September 17th.  Have lunch 
and stay for monthly Board meeting—
see your Board in action!    
 
Mt. Vernon CC is one of our favorite 
places to relax and enjoy a nice meal, 
great service, and the outstanding views.  
Cost is $25/person  for lunch, with a 
choice of Steak, Chicken or Salmon, tea 
or coffee and dessert.    
 

MVCC will be holding it’s Annual Mem-
bers’ Car  Show, which starts at 4:00 
p.m.  MHS members are welcome to 
stay and have been invited to show their 
cars if they would like to do so.   Please 
indicate on the registration form if you 
would like to display your Mercedes, and 
Indicate the year and model.     
                                                              
For more information contact Max Town-
send at 303-770-1128. 
 
REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 
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at�The Perfect Landing, 7625 S. Peoria St., Englewood  
�

You’ll be sure to enjoy the casual cuisine 
and the great views from Pike’s Peak to 
Long’s Peak at this restaurant often billed 
as “Denver’s Hidden Gem Restaurant”.   
 

The Perfect Landing is located close to Centennial Airport  in the Denver 
Tech Center.   We had dinner here last August, and had a great meal and a 
wonderful time.  Visit their website at www.theperfectlanding.com  for more 
information on this “Perfect” location for our September Social. 
 
Reservations are required for this special social.  For more info contact 
Patt Clark at 303-904-0223.�

                                             REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 

� Visit www.shelbyamericancollection.org for more inf o. 
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StarTrails is a national special driving event 
hosted by the Pikes Peak Section.  Designed 
primarily for MLs, GLs, G-Wagons, and even 
GLKs, the PPS StarTrails event provides an 
opportunity to acquire or improve off-road driv-
ing skills while enjoying some of the most 
magnificent scenery in the country.   The PPS 
Trailmeister has selected trails appropriate for 
our vehicles and suitable for a variety of skill levels.  You will traverse some of the most beautiful scenery in the world, 
with peaks rising above 14,000 feet.  You can start with an entry level (green) trail, which provides a scenic introduction 
to back country touring at high altitude.  Drivers can continue on a green trail each day, or move up to the intermediate 
(blue) trails.  The blue trails provide more challenges in the form of narrow shelf roads, switchbacks, and steep ascents 
and descents.   Rest assured, you will not encounter terrain that is beyond the capabilities of your Mercedes — you’ll 
probably be surprised at what your MB can do!    Expert (red) trails will generally be limited to G-Wagons, whose driv-
ers demonstrate advanced skills.   Passengers are welcome to ride along and take advantage of some of the great 
photo ops! 

4WD training is key to your StarTrails experience.  Every driver who wishes to participate must attend mandatory  safe-
ty meeting and training (offered each morning).  The training covers basic off-road driving skills and demonstrates the 
capabilities of Mercedes-Benz vehicles.  Topics include off road safety and etiquette, 4WD theory, ascending and de-
scending angles, proper tire pressure, proper braking methods, handling weight transfer, recovery techniques, proper 
vehicle configurations, recovery equipment use and safety, and spotting techniques. 

For more information contact the StarTrails Registrar at StarTrails2011@aol.com or call 719-576-9737.  Vehicle or trail 
questions should be directed to the Trailmeister at drtstar@mac.com, or call Tom at 719-661-5394.  Contact Cheryl 
Kerbs to reserve your room asap (special event pricing guaranteed only till May 20), at 1-800-878-2929 ext 177.  Visit 
the website at http://startrails.mbca.org.  You can also check them out on Facebook at MBCA Star Trails 2011.�
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This Month:  When the repair shop calls 
 
It is really a love hate relationship we have with our cars. We love that they 
provide us freedom and independence, but we hate that they need service and 
that we don’t understand their needs. We all really dread the phone call when 
our car is at the shop.  Hopefully a few tips can help alleviate this anxiety.  
 

The shop:  Find a shop and/or technician that you trust. It may take a few tries, and don’t be afraid to 
shop around. Always ask for your old parts back if you feel like they are pulling the wool over your 
eyes. 

When they start talking about leaks , ask them to define them better. Is it dripping or just seeping? 
There is a big difference as seals dry out over time and it is normal for them to appear “wet”. 

Rubber items such as suspension bushings and exhaus t hangers take a beating and wear rapidly. 
These bushings can be vital to vehicle control, and this is when the trust factor comes in. Have you 
heard or felt any clunking when starting, braking, or going over bumps? We might not notice these 
things as they develop over time. 

Wear items such as belts are vital to vehicle funct ion and it is important that they be changed regu-
larly. Modern serpentine belts can be expensive and hard to find. If your shop recommends new 
belts, ask them to put the old, still usable take offs in with the spare tire in case of emergency. In 
most cases, it is easier for the roadside technician to install your old belt(s) and send you on your 
way than it is to hook your car up and tow it to the repair shop. 

Tires. If you read my column regularly, you will find a common theme. The small contact patch where the 
tire meets the pavement is all that connects you and your vehicle’s occupants to earth. They are so 
important, an so often neglected, that the Federal Government made it a law that cars have tire pres-
sure sensors. Modern tires are so reliable that we almost forget about them. If the repair shop warns 
of tire damage, it is best to get the matter taken care of promptly. Don’t be scared to get a second 
opinion, and ask the repair shop to point out the damage. A tire with sidewall damage in the form of a 
bulge is UNSAFE to drive on. Particularly at highway speeds. 

Electronics. Modern cars are run by computers, and what may have been a cheap adjustment to fix an 
old car is probably an expensive failed sensor now-a-days. There really is no rhyme or reason why 
these items fail, but they do. The good part is that a quick computer diagnostic will tell the technician 
exactly which component has failed. The bad news is that sometimes it is an expensive string of 
parts that have failed. 

Once you have established a relationship with a shop, it should be like stepping into the home of an old 
friend. You will be greeted with a warm smile and a handshake. Don’t be scared of the dirt under his finger-
nails, that is a sign he likes his work. Ask lots of questions and be pro-active in your car’s maintenance 
needs, and I bet you will learn to like going to the shop.����������
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Our MHS Members know it’s a great publication!  And on the night of June 19, 2011, at the 
20th Annual International Automotive Media Awards, the MBCA and Star magazine, its 
contributors, editors, writers and photographers won a total of 17 awards.  

Presented at the Automotive Hall of Fame in Dearborn, Star honors included four gold, six   
silver, and seven bronze medals for articles and photographs in The Star magazine issues 
from 2010.  
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June brought two charity car shows,  
and Club members made  

the Mile-High Section shine!  
 
We were very well represented at the 28th 
annual Exotic Sports Car Show and Con-
cours D’Elegance with 34 member cars in 
attendance and supporting United Cerebral 
Palsy of Colorado! The perfectly manicured 
lawn at Arapahoe Community College 
served as the backdrop for the spectacular 
cars of all makes and the weather was per-
fect all day. We even had an impromptu 
appearance by former section President 
Jerry Kappler and his wife Jan, and intro-
ducing new member and Jan’s father, Jack! 
 

The second show was held at 
the Briarwood Inn in Golden, 
CO on Father’s Day. There 
were 18 cars standing tall with 
the band “Big Universe” play-
ing hits from all decades in 
the background. Club mem-
bers mingled with restaurant 
patrons throughout the after-
noon and explained the finer 
aspects of their shining stars! 
The entry fees and monies 
collected from our  “Corks For 
A Cause” campaign are being 
donated to Bessie’s Hope.   

The Corks sold represented the 
wine that was graciously donated 
for this event by Beverage Dis-
tributors Co. LLC., Trinity Fine 
Wines , Carrabas, and long-
standing MHS Supporter,      
Valley Motors .  A special thanks to MHS member Jim 
Beetham and his “A Better Car Wash” in Golden for 
hosting free washes for show attendees!   

 

 

 
We are still in the process of determin-
ing how much we raised and I will     
update you when I have a final total.     
We hope to see you at one of the great 
car shows next year. A perfect way to  
relax on a summer day and share your 
passion with other enthusiasts!!        

— Niels Haubold                                                                                                                



�

Mercedes-Benz in the News 
What’s been happening in the World of Mercedes-Benz this month? 

 

Mercedes-Benz adds equipment, holds prices on the 20 12 M-class 
 
 
Mercedes-Benz USA is holding prices steady 
and adding equipment that was previously op-
tional on the first two models of the new gener-
ation M-class crossover.  The 2012 ML350 
4Matic starts at $49,865, unchanged from the 
2011 model. The ML350 BlueTec 4Matic diesel 
starts at $51,365, also unchanged.  
Prices include an $875 destination charge.   
 
 
 

 
Mercedes-Benz backs Smart with ads, deals 
Smart USA will launch a TV, print and digital marketing campaign by year end to 
jump-start the microcar brand that Mercedes-Benz USA took over from Penske 
Automotive Group on July 1.  Smart Cars are now available at MB Westminster, 
check with your favorite Mercedes dealership to see what they have in stock. 
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It’s difficult to make something that’s old look new again, but it’s far from impossible.  Sometimes, 
it’s the little things that matter most in revitalizing a car’s appearance.  Many drivers focus their 
attention on exterior body upgrades in order to make their vehicles look newer and more appetiz-
ing, but fresh paint and intricate detailing can only go so far.  Sometimes, if not done with preci-
sion, some of these exterior upgrades can look forced, which results in an exterior car appear-
ance that isn’t much improved from what the car looked like with peeling paint or hood scratches. 

Lighting, however, is something that’s both easy to upgrade and makes an impact several times 
what you think it would.  Most people probably wouldn’t think of headlights as stylish accessories, 
but they are.  Many older vehicles suffer from dim front-end lighting, and nothing makes a car 
look more dated than its inability to light up the road well just several feet ahead of it.  On top of 

that, water damage to headlight covers can result in a yellowish tinge and the buildup of minerals that seriously discolor 
the headlight display. 

Replacing the covers is an easy switch, and the headlights themselves can be brighter, bolder, and modernized with an 
HID upgrade.  These High Intensity Discharge lights can be up to 3x as bright as conventional halogens, and can be 
customized to meet your color preference.  From warm yellows to dynamic purples and blues, you can pick out a head-
light color that blends well with the rest of your car’s exterior, or that simply suits your personal taste.  HIDs often ap-
pear standard on luxury vehicles and sports cars, making them additions that scream of high taste and upscale design. 

Though you can certainly use replacement halogens to fix dimming headlights, and just use new plastic covers to re-
place soured headlight shells, in those cases you’re just bringing the car back to its standard look.  Powerful, custom-
colored headlights can make a car look like it’s just rolled out of the dealer lot, or at least has a lot of punch left in it.  
Unless you’re putting them in vintage or classic cars that stay more valuable using only stock parts, HIDs can help to 
increase your vehicle’s resale value, so you can trade it in for more when the time comes. 

For a 35% discount on HID lighting products for you r Mercedes, see the link on 
www.milehighmbca.org 
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Driving a MB through 
the countryside is fun. 

 

Driving, or riding, with 
friends in a Mercedes 

is even more fun! 
             - By Reiner Haubold 

 
Since Mile-High Section 
members enjoy driving 
events, the MHS Section Board has added more driving 
events to its schedule.   
 
Quite often someone would like to participate in a driving 
event, but for some reason is unable to drive, does not want 
to drive, or may not want to drive alone.   We have many 
members who drive sedans and SUVs that would be able to 
accommodate an extra passenger or two.  Others might be 
driving alone and would welcome a driving buddy.   

In order to create a win-win solution, prospective participants  
are encouraged to communicate their driving needs with oth-
er participants.  With a little cooperation between members 
these driving events could be even more enjoyable and help 
promote camaraderie among our members.  My wife, Carol, 
and I try to participate in as many events as we can.  And, 
since I drive our sedan or station wagon, not an SL, we have 
extra space for many of these trips.  Thus Carol and I hereby 
offer anyone interested in riding along to contact us.  We wel-
come the company.  We can be reached at 303-986-5035 or 
by e-mail at reinbold1@comcast.net.    

You can also sign up to ride or drive using the   
Registration Form on Page 11. 
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You are invited to join fellow MBCA members in the se-
cond Great Lake Mille, a tour around Lake Huron includ-
ing the Bruce Peninsula and Georgian Bay.  You may 
apply for participation with an interesting car of any 
marque as long as you are, or become, an MBCA mem-
ber.  Registration fee will include Kick-off Dinner, Recep-
tion at Benmiller, Ferry to Manitoulin Island, concluding 
German buffet, and commemorative vest. 
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The MBCA Technical Committee stands ready to 
contribute their vast experience and resources to 
help you with your Mercedes-Benz. 
 

Go to www.mbca.org and click on Tech Talk! 
 

MBCA members can submit a technical question 
online to the entire MBCA community.   Here you will 
find technical articles submitted to the Star Magazine 
from our club technical experts, PLUS you can have 
your questions answered by George Murphy, 
Pierre Hedary, Jonathan Hodgman, and other 
specialists.  This is just one of the many benefits for 
MBCA members! 

MBCA 2011 TRIP TO GERMANY 

MBCA is going to Germany again in 2011. This year’s trip 
is scheduled to start on Monday, September 26.  

This is a great opportunity to join other members to see 
many Mercedes-Benz facilities and venues that are not 
available to the public.  We’ll visit AMG, the Classic Cen-
ter, the Sindlefingen visitor center and  assembly plant, 
the Unterturkheim engine plant, the test track and devel-
opment center, the “new” Mercedes-Benz Museum, and 
the Stuttgart Brand Center. We’ll also visit the Auto Muse-
um Carl Benz and the technical museum Sinsheim. Sev-
eral other auto related facilities as well as some surprises 
are also included in the Trip. 

The cost is the same as last year, $2500 per person with 
no single supplement. Airfare and personal expenses are 
not included.  Don’t hesitate to contact Jim O’Sullivan at 
jimo55@comcast.net or 617.879.0017 for additional infor-
mation.   
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The Forney Museum of  transportation is scheduling a special three month long indoor show just for 
Mercedes vehicles in the center of their  Museum from November 1,  2011 through January 31, 2012.   

They have a few Mercedes of their own, but need about 20 vehicles from Mercedes-Benz Club members to complete the dis-
play.  They are primarily looking for pre-1985 vehicles and a few select newer vehicles.   

Christof Kheim is the Director of the Forney and a longtime MHS Member.  They would especially love to display any pre-war 
vehicles and vehicles from the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s.  If you have a nice 70’s or 80’s model, the Forney may be interested as well. 
There is no cost to display your Mercedes, and you get a warm, indoor place for your Mercedes for 3 mo nths next    win-
ter. 

If you would like to display your pride and joy and honestly be able to say your vehicle was in a nationally recognized museum, 
contact Christof at the Forney at 303-297-1113, or stop by and see where your Mercedes will be displayed.   For tracking purpos-
es, please advise Jay Hokanson via email at jhokanso@comcast.net   or by phone at 303-935-8270, if  you are going to display 
your Mercedes at the Forney. 
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The National Business Office is delivering a series  of surveys to Club Members for the 

purpose of understanding their Membership expectati ons first-hand.  
 

Members with an email address will receive an opinion poll from the NBO electronically (via Survey 
Monkey). Members without an email address will receive an opinion poll by mail (a postage-paid return envelope will be 
provided). Each poll will take less than 5 minutes to complete. Results will be collected, summarized and presented by the 
NBO at the November 2011 Board Meeting. 

MBCA has determined that the time is right to listen to and learn from Members' opinions first-hand then attempt to 
build Club activities, services and benefits around their most requested expectations, beginning in 2012.  So, take a few 
moments to complete your survey.  If you don’t receive your survey, or if you have questions, contact Lisa Juhl, Director of 
Marketing at 800-637-2360.   Surveys are as follows: 

                                  �    July 2011: Driving Events  �    August 2011: Member Benefits & Discounts 
                                             �     September 2011: Participation Preferences  

� DON’T FORGET—MBCA MEMBERSHIPS MAKE GREAT GIFTS! 

          Don’t miss an issue of The Star magazine, access to the Club Forum, the Tech Library,  and much more. Fill out 
the form below and mail it to MBCA at the address on the lower left part of the form, or—why wait — go straight to 
www.mbca.org  and fill out Gift Membership form on line.  Have you renewed YOUR MBCA membership?    
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The National Business Office has announced that with 
every email and address update received at the NBO, 
(either by website, phone, email or snail mail) they will 
send a 10% Off Coupon for one item in the Club 
Store.  One coupon per member will be sent  electroni-
cally  (you must provide a valid email address).   Send 
these updates to Geni at geni@mbca.org .    Having 
your email address helps the club save money and in-
crease services to our members!    
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED  

����������� ������������������ �������
The MHS  is looking for an Editor for the Club’s monthly newsletter, The Constellation.  The Editor 
works with the Board, members, advertisers, and others to prepare articles, photos, ads and event in-
formation.  Though you don’t need to be a professional, you must have the knowledge, ability, and   

appropriate software program(s) to prepare the newsletter and mailing list, and provide both in a suitable format to the 
printer for monthly printing and mailing.    MHS member who enjoys attending club events preferred.    

                                           Contact Jay Hokanson at 303-935-8270 or constellati on@comcast.net. ����


