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MONTHLY MEANDERINGS 
President Niels Haubold 
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY  AT 
MT. VERNON—Dec. 10, 2011 

����
��

COOKING DEMO—LUCILE’S 
January 14, 2012 
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HAPPY CAR COLUMN �����
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CONSTELLATION TRANSITION-
ING  TO ELECTRONIC DELIV-
ERY — UPDATE YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS NOW! 
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STILL TIME  — DISPLAY YOUR 
BENZ AT THE FORNEY 
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The Mile-High Section will hold its annual Members Meeting and election of new and 
returning members to the MHS Board of Directors on November 5th at Café de France, 
7301 S. Santa Fe Dr., #180, Littleton, CO 80120.  Attire is 
casual.  Cocktails start at 5:00 PM with a cash bar followed by 
dinner from their extensive menu. Reservations for the din-
ner meeting are required and must be received by No -
vember 1 st.   There is no cost to attend.  The only cost is your 
cost for your meal and beverages.  The agenda for the Mem-
ber Meeting will include these and additional topics: 

· Highlights of the past year 

· Highlights of the 2012 schedule 

· Discussion of latest recommendations and policies from MBCA 

· Discussion regarding email delivery of monthly newsletter to members  

· Soliciting suggestions from members on possible 2012 events 
· Suggestions from members on what changes they would like in the MHS 

 

We encourage all MHS members to come and provide input for the items on the agen-
da.  If you have questions about the meeting, want to add a name for consideration as a 
Board member, or would like to add an additional item for discussion at the meeting, 
please send a short message by November 1, 2011 to Niels Haubold via email to      
�����0�	 1����������� .   
 
Following the discussion and dinner, the MHS will conduct elections of members to the 
Board of Directors. The only requirement to run for a Board member position is that the 
candidates must be current members in good standing with MBCA and MHS.  The 
same is required to vote in the election.  Board members serve a two year term with half 
of the Board up for election each year, ensuring that there is not a 100% turnover in the 
Board in any given year.    The following Board members are up for re-election in 
2011: 

� Ryan Bunn   Reiner Haubold 

 Randy Williams  Mike Redel 

 Niels Haubold    

Bill Schuffenhauer (Utah VP)  (Appointed for one year and, if continuing, 
should be affirmed by the general membership for another two years). 

 
To reserve your spot for the meeting, please contact Patt Clark  

at 303-904-0223, or via email at pattcl02@aol.com.  



The Constellation 
Newsletter of the Mile-High Section, Inc., Mercedes-Benz Club 

America, Inc. 
Mile-High Section, Inc. MBCA, Publisher 

 
JAY & DEBORAH HOKANSON, Editors 
PO BOX 27825, Denver, CO  80227-7825 

Phone:  303-935-8270 / Email: constellation@comcast.net 
 

We ask our readers to support the advertisers appearing in this pub-
lication. However, no inference should be made that advertising in 
The Constellation implies approval of products or services by the 
publisher, the Mile-High Section, its officers or members, or by the 
Mercedes-Benz Club  of America.  We encourage editors of other 
Mercedes-Benz Club newsletters to reprint articles that may be of 
interest to their Section’s members. We appreciate credit being giv-
en to The Constellation. Those articles reprinted in The Constellation 
with permission from owners of copyrights on those articles may not 
be used without written permission from the original owners.   Mem-
bers are welcome to submit articles.  Deadline for submission is 
the 10th of the month prior to the month the issue comes out.   
Articles should be relevant to the interests and activities of MBCA 
and its members.   The Publisher reserves the right to edit or reject 
any article.   

�������������������������
'�23���4�����00//�	��5	
��
�6//� ������
��7 ��������
�
��������������������
#�����-����0///�����6	��5����556//���� 02����0

6 �0��������������� �
�

��� ���!������
��������"��������
89�������0��//����6	��
���65��/����� ������1�� 3���������

����#$��%�&������'�
��(��)��%��
��������#���*���!+��)��,������

�-��!��.���������))��������������������������������

����������/���
����0�(�9���2/����
������6
6�/������ �����0�	 1���������� �

���������������/���
'��2:�!������0�/���
��6����7

///�� ����1���� ������� �

��&������� /�
��'������(�9���2/����
���7
�5
�5/��� �������2	 �����0����� �
�
������!���/�
��%�;�$�<�0��2/��
��66
�		�7//�������� 2���2��;� ������� ��
�
�������������011�����#$��%�&���������������,+��� �

':���,9��/����6�
��
7�	��	///������� ���9�� �����0����� �

8����������//��
���
��
����////��� 2=����� �����0����� �

����������//����
���
��
���//��///���� ������
� ������� �

8�:�(����0��/�
����5�7�6
///��� =1����0� �����0����� �

-���(����0�����
����5�7�6
����� ���0���������  �����0������

%����'�2���/������
��
�6�
�	�//��� ������2�� �����0����� �

-���4������/����
��7�5��5
5/���� �;:������� �����0������

%��:�+�9�4���������
��7�5��5
5��� �;:������� �����0������
�

��,+���%�2��%����
+�9���+�00///����
��66
�7�6
//��� ��9��<��00 3�������� �
�

��.�����������������
>�3����>��0��:/�/��
����7�6�6�//��� ��=�:��1 3�������� �
�

3��$��&!+�����������������������
,����#�19����1�9�����//�������� ��:����0������

� :�1������ �
7
	�

���


 �

� )4"%,"' � � 
 	 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �$ � � � � �& � �44� � 
 � � � �������

������������������	�
��
������
���	������������
������������
�

 
�
Time remains a constant. No matter what hap-
pens, a second will always be one second 
long, and sixty of them will always equal one 
minute, sixty minutes will always be an hour, 
etc… Why then, does time seem to accelerate 

as we get older? As a child it seems like every minute lasts a 
lifetime. A two-minute “time out” can be an eternity yet a week 
long vacation can go by in the blink of an eye. It doesn’t help 
that stores are putting out Holiday fare before Halloween. 

Speaking of the Holidays, you won’t want to miss the Mile-High 
Section’s Annual Holiday Party at Mount Vernon Country Club 
on December 10th. There will be fine food, great companion-
ship, and an excellent atmosphere to help make your holiday 
season special. Remember to bring new, unwrapped toys for 
F.A.C.E.S. This is a charity that helps children from abusive 
and less fortunate families. It is always fun picking out toys for 
complete strangers knowing that you will put a smile on a 
child’s face! 

We are planning lots of great events for the 2012 year and are 
always welcoming suggestions from the membership. Most of 
our events are the result of someone sharing something spe-
cial with friends. If you have a special restaurant, park, muse-
um, drive, etc, that you think would be a fun event, it probably 
will be and we want to hear from you! 

The kids think that the holidays are an impossibly long way 
away still, but for us grown ups, we know it is right around the 
corner. We are silently sneaking around and plotting for them 
while they dream of Santa and his elves building toys. Enjoy 
every second of it, because they pass too rapidly. Before you 
know it, the kids will be sneaking around and plotting our fu-
tures, so make sure every second counts.    
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                                           — Niels Haubold 
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There is still Time!  Display your Mercedes Indoors  at The Forney Museum of Transportation 
Nov. 1, 2011—Jan. 31, 2012 

The Forney Museum of transportation is scheduling a special three month long indoor show just for Mercedes vehicles 
in the center of their Museum from November 1, 2011 through January 31, 2012.  They have many great cars signed up 
from our club but they have space for a dozen more vehicles.  If you have one of the following vehicles, especially if you 
own a Ponton, Finback or vehicles listed in Bold, they would really like to hear from you. 

 
1946-1955 W136 170-Series  1951-55 W187 220-Series 
1953-63 W198 300SL    1955-58 W188 300-Series 
1957-62 W189 300d "Adenauer"  1957-62 W120 180-Series Sedans  
1959-65 W121 190-Series Sedans  1960-71 W111 220/250/280SE-Series 
1961-68 W110 190/200/230-Series 1962-68 W112 300SE/SEL-Series 
1963-81 W100 600-Series  1965-72 W108 250/280-Series 
1966-72 W109 280/300-Series   1968-1972 300SEL 6.3 
1968-76 W114 & W115-Series   1976-85 W123 230/240/250/280/300-Series 
1978-80 W116 280/300 Series  1981-85 W126 300/380/500 Series 
1983-85 W201 190-Series Sedans 

 
There is no cost to display your Mercedes, and you get a warm, indoor place for your Mercedes for 3 mo nths 
this winter.  Contact Christof at the Forney at 303-297-1113, or stop by and see where your Mercedes will be dis-
played. 
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                Cocktails at 6:00 pm, followed by dinner at 7:00 

 

Come and get your jingle on and get ready for another great MHS Holiday 
party.   We’ll enjoy a sumptuous buffet feast put on by the Mt. Vernon Country Club, followed by an evening 
of fun and prizes, awards, music and dancing! Come early and stay late.   
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In keeping with the MHS Holiday tradition of giving to children of FACES 
(Family Advocacy, Care, Education, Support), please bring one or more 
NEW, unwrapped toys to be donated to children served by this outstand-
ing organization.   

Cost for the Holiday Party will be $55.00 per person.  You must register 
with payment by December 3, 2011.   
For more information contact Jay Hokanson at jhokanso@comcast.net or 303-935-8270.        
      

Directions:   The most direct route to Mount Vernon  Country Club (MVCC)  is to take I-70 West (into the foothills) to Exit 254, the Genesee Park 
Exit. At the top of the exit ramp is a stop sign, turn right at that stop sign. You are now going North on MVCC Road. Continue North through the 
MVCC Gate and follow the paved road for approximately 1.3 miles - the Club is on the left. 

                                                                                                                                REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11�
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This Month:  Secrets to Safer Winter Motoring 

Winter driving doesn’t have to be a chore. 
 Like most things in life, you get out of it what you put into it!    

 
 Hopefully we are all at a place in our lives where we know the basics of winterizing our cars. Things like good 
tires, wipers, washer fluid, and anti-freeze protection should be old hat by now. There are several things we can do for, 
and by, ourselves to make our journey safer when Mother Nature is really mad at Old Man Winter. 
 
 Remove ALL of the snow and ice from your vehicle.  If your vehicle is left outside during a snow storm, or 
has accumulated ice or frost on the windows, it is important to remove all of it. Just clearing the patch in front of your 
face and waiting for the defroster to take care of the remainder is dangerous. Leaving snow piled on your car causes 
visibility problems for you and other motorists when you are moving. 
 
 Use your headlights . When it is cloudy, foggy, or precipitating, using your headlamps greatly improves the 
chances that other motorists and pedestrians will see you. Don’t forget turn signals, and tapping your brakes when 
roads are slick to alert the car behind you when slowing. Now is not the time to keep your intentions a secret. 
 
 Get good floor mats. You spend hundreds on winter boots to protect your feet from the elements and they will 
destroy your automotive carpets. A good set of all-weather mats will catch and store the parking lot grime and deicers 
that have accumulated in the boot treads until it dries and can be hosed off or emptied when convenient. Many of these 
mats go up the side an inch or so for full coverage and really help your carpets remain like new! 
 
 Keep an extra set of gloves and a hat in the glove compartment . I don’t know how many times I have gone 
in to a restaurant or a show with nice weather and come out to several inches of snow. These two basics will make the 
chore of freeing your car from the less-than-welcome adornments accumulating on your car a little less daunting.  
 
 I am assuming you have a good scraper/brush combo . You get what you pay for in this department. A free-
bie from the bank or auto parts store is worth exactly what it cost and will leave you longing for that credit card that you 
shredded. I paid $35 for a model with an extending and rotating head. I purchased it when I drove a ¾ ton pick-up that 
wouldn’t fit in the garage. I can clear most of a regular car while standing in one place. 
 � � � � � � ���������������������������������������	����� ��
���
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                  Did You Receive Our E-mail? 
Some Issues of the Constellation will be delivered by email only  
 
A week or so ago, the Mile-High Section sent out a reminder email about the upcom-

ing Annual MHS Members Meeting that is held every year in November.  If you did not re-
ceive the reminder email from constellation@comcast.net then we do not have your email address and 

you risk the chance of missing out on the December issue of The Constellation, which will be sent only by email.  
 
 We can reach over 85% of our members by email, but sadly we do not have email address for some of 
our very important members.   In the next few months, due to high printing and mailing costs, some issues of The 
Constellation will ONLY be sent via email.    If we don’t have your email address, you will not r eceive an issue 
sent directly to you.   You can however, always find current and past issues of The Constellation on our website at 
www.milehighmbca.org  The email version of The Constellation will be in color, which is something we cannot do with 
the paper version. 
 
 Please add or update your email address with MBCA or you can send an email to constellation@comcast.net 
with your MBCA member number (found on your membership card or on The Constellation address label) and we will 
see that the email list is updated.  Mailings will come from the constellation@comcast.net email address so add us as a 
safe email source in your email program.  For the time being you will continue to find a printed version of The Constel-
lation in your mailbox at least every other month.   
 
Thank you to everyone who contacted us this past month with their new email addresses.  Hopefully you received our 
latest email.  
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September 30-October 2, the New Mexico Section was our host for an incredible weekend of eye-popping sights and 
social events galore. Led by their Section President “DK” Romero and her husband Jim, it was a weekend to be long re-
membered. This was a combined Mile-High, Pikes Peak and New Mexico Section event, and had about 60 people in at-
tendance. The festivities started with an awesome social at the Romero’s beautiful home in Albuquerque. We had deli-
cious food from a local Brazilian restaurant, and got to socialize in spades.  
 
Saturday morning was an early rise at 5:30 am in order to get to our vantage 
point for the Mass Ascension  at the Albuquerque Mercedes-Benz dealership. 
They hosted us with breakfast burritos, coffee and juice. As we were arriving, 
we could see the “dawn patrol” of 8 to 10 balloons that had taken off in the 
dark. As they “burned” to stay afloat, it was awesome to see them illuminate in 
the dark sky.  

 

 

 

 

 

The vantage point was terrific, as we were only about a mile from the 
field, and could see each balloon as it rose – all 700 of them. We got 
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Creamland dairy cow, the butterfly and bumble bees, and the Wells 
Fargo stagecoach. From here, folks went to afternoon tea, a wine 
tasting, and the infamous Unser Racing Museum. Dinner was 
planned at Santiago’s restaurant in a private room which overlooked 
the whole city. The fireworks display was super. 

Sunday was another early morning, but our vantage point was closer to the field as we queued up for the Fiesta of 
Wheels, with a few other local car clubs. After all the balloons were airborne, we were able to drive on to the launch field 
for the special car show. We then got to walk the length of the field, about ¾ mile, full of vendors of all kinds of food and 
balloon goodies. From there, it was back on the highway heading north back to wonderful Colorado.  
What a weekend!!     — Harvey LeCato     (Photos courtesy of Harvey LeCato)                                                
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Get ready for Mardi Gras early!  Lucile's Creole Café serves an array of gourmet and delectable break-
fast and lunch items.  Plan to join us for lunch and a cooking demonstration at this highly rated New 
Orleans’ style restaurant.  Cost to attend the demo is $5.00.  The cost does not include lunch.  You will 
be required to pay for your lunch, which can be ordered off the menu. For more information, contact 
Patt Clark at 303-904-0223, or via email at pattcl02@aol.com.     REGISTRATION FORM —PAGE 11 
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This fun (and extremely good-looking) group of people were gathered to start the Sept. 2011 Oktoberfest rally.  Make 
sure you don’t miss out on MBCA news or club activi ties , please update your email address with MBCA or you can 
send an email to constellation@comcast.net with your MBCA member number (found on your membership card or on the 
Constellation address label) and we will see that the mailing list is updated.  Email issues and Email blasts come from 
the constellation@comcast.net  so be sure to add us as a safe email source in you r email program .     
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                           Mercedes in the News  
 

New AMG Performance Option  
AMG has posted a video of a new option for the high-performance models 
called AMG Performance Media. Performance Media is a $2,500 option on 
AMG Benzes that turns the COMAND display into race control.  Using the sys-
tem, drivers can switch among gauges showing speed or acceleration, lateral 
and longitudinal g-forces, lap times and oil and trans temperatures. 

 

                        New and Updated Mercedes Mo dels  

A class:  The sleek design of the Concept A-Class first shown at this year's New York auto show has convinced U.S. 
management the car can sell in the U.S. The A-class coupe may be called the CLC and will go on sale in 2013 or 2014. 
  
B class:  Sedan, crossover and five-door wagon/van versions of the next generation of Europe's B class come to the 
United States starting in 2013. They will be the first front wheel drive cars sold by Mercedes in this country. The crosso-
ver is likely to be called the GLC.  
 
C class:  A midcycle freshening gives the C class the first four-cylinder engine Mercedes has offered since the 2005 
model year. The range also has a two-door coupe for the first time since Mercedes entered the compact segment in the 
United States with the 1984 190E.  The new generation due in 2014 or 2015 will get more variants, including a converti-
ble. A hybrid and 50-state clean diesel are expected. The redesigned sedan will be built in Tuscaloosa, Ala., for the 
U.S. market. 
  
E class:  The E350 coupe and cabriolet got the new 3.5-liter V6 engine in July. This month, the E550 coupe and cab-
riolet get a new 4.6-liter V8 engine that makes 420 hp. The E550 also gets electromechanical steering. The range will 
get a freshening in 2013. 
  
CL:  The large coupe is scheduled for a redesign in 2013 when Mercedes probably will change the name to the S-class 
coupe. 
 
CLS:  The restyled and re-engineered four-door coupelike sedan went on sale in June. 
  
S Class: A redesigned S class comes to the United States in 2013. It is expected to be slightly longer than the cur-
rent model. The lineup will include a full hybrid. 
  
SLK:  A redesigned SLK hardtop convertible with styling cues taken from the SLS AMG supercar went on sale this 
summer. It has a retractable hardtop that opens and closes within 20 seconds.  A 4 cylinder Turbo comes in 2012. 
 
SL:  Mercedes' largest roadster will be redesigned next year.  
 
SLS AMG:  The sports car developed by AMG gets a roadster variant later this year with a power soft top that closes 
in 11 seconds while the car is traveling up to 30 mph.  
  
GLK:  A freshening of the GLK is expected in 2012 when a diesel variant could be added. 
 
ML:  The third generation of the SUV went on sale in September. The 2012 ML has new standard features such as a 
drowsiness detection system called Attention Assist plus high-tech options such as blind-spot monitoring and lane-
departure assist that had been available only on more expensive Mercedes-Benz cars. 
 
GL:  The full-sized GL SUV will be redesigned in 2012.  
 
G class:  The iconic, military-style vehicle continues for an unspecified period with the V8-powered G550 and the su-
percharged G55 AMG that makes 500 hp.  
 

Mercedes will introduce at least 10 new models arou nd the world by 2020  
with the goal of becoming the world's top-selling l uxury-vehicle brand.  
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Mercedes-Benz Club Countdown to Cash!  
 

 
   
 

Want a Way to Add FREE Months to Your MBCA Membersh ip? 

When it’s time to renew your Membership go to the special offer page on the MBCA website. Get two 
months FREE when you renew for two years or three m onths FREE when you renew for three years!  

    1.  To renew, you must first log in  to your Membership Account at  https://www.mbca.org/user 

    2.  After you have logged-in, type (or copy/paste) this link into your browser:  
����������������������������http://www.mbca.org/renew-now-special-offer�

More Than a Car. We’re a Community.™     

Don’t Wait!  Enter MBCA’s Fall Raffle  for your chance to FAST 
CASH – from $1,000 up to a Grand Prize of $51,100! But hurry … 
time is running out. All ticket orders must be received by  De-
cember 1,  2011. Call or go online to buy tickets TODAY!  
800.637.2360 (Monday-Friday 8am-5pm Mountain Time) or visit 
http://intl-stars-section-raffle.mbca.org/ 
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Twenty MHS members enjoyed a trip back in 
time as they took a scenic drive through Colora-
do farm country (the fall colors were still spectac-
ular– and it was a great 80 degree fall day) to 
historic Ft. Lupton, where they were treated to an 
outstanding presentation and special tour of the 
fort courtesy of the South Platte Historical Socie-
ty.   Many members also stopped and enjoyed 
some time at Ft. Vasquez, about seven miles 
north of Ft. Lupton.  Members learned about the 
life in the fur trade business at Ft. Lupton and at 
the forts along the 425 mile long Trapper’s Trail.  
After the tour members enjoyed a fantastic lunch 
at Wholly Stromboli restaurant in Ft. Lupton.  
Special thanks to MHS member Bob  Warner for 
putting together this special tour.    
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Category
Annual 
Budget

Expense Categories
Constellation 8,800.00$     
Events 12,825.00$   
Misc 1,095.00$     
Total 22,720.00$   

Income Categories
Constellation Ads 1,200.00$     
Events 16,320.00$   
MBCA Rebates 5,200.00$     
Interest -$              
Total 22,720.00$   

Projected Budget Profit/Loss

Year End Projected Numbers
  Savings Account 5.09$            
  CD's 11,225.00$   
  Money Market 3,250.00$     

Total 14,480.09$   

MILE-HIGH SECTION MBCA BUDGET

Make sure you don’t miss out on MBCA news or 
club activities .  Update your email address with MBCA 
or you can send an email to constellation@comcast.net 
with your MBCA member number (found on your member-
ship card or on the Constellation address label) and we will 
see that the mailing list is updated.  Emails will come 
from the constellation@comcast.net so be sure to ad d 
us as a safe email source in your email program .    �
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  Have You been Receiving MHS Email Blasts? 
Due to Rising Costs Some Issues of The Constellatio n Will Soon Be Delivered by Email Only 

See the article on Page 5 for more information! 
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P.O. BOX 27825  
DENVER, CO  80227-7825 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED  


