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MONTHLY MEANDERINGS
President Niels Haubold

OCTOBER SATURDAY DRIVE
Ft. Lancastser. Oct 15, 2011

MEET YOUR NEW PREZ
NIELS HAUBOLD

MERCEDES IN THE NEWS

WELCOME OUR NEW
AD MGR. Angela Ainsley

THE GLENWOOD PICS AND

WRITE UP!
Have lunch . ’
with your T,
MHS Board A E
Saturday

Sept. 17th—12:00 p.m.

Mount Vernon Country Club
24933 Clubhouse Cir.
Golden, Colorado
Join your MHS board for lunch at

Mount Vernon Country Club.
Members are always welcome at
Board meetings, and the MVCC
Board lunch is especially enjoya-
ble. Cost is $25/person for
lunch, with a choice of Steak,
Chicken or Salmon, tea or coffee
and dessert.

MVCC will be holding it's Annual
Members’ Car Show, starting at
4:00 p.m. If you'd like to stay and
show your car, indicate on the
registration form if you would like
to display your Mercedes, and
indicate the year and model. For
more information contact Max
Townsend at 303-770-1128.

You must register by Sept. 14.

REGISTRATION FORM ON
PAGE 11
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Our yearly Oktoberfest Rally always includes a scenic drive
along the Front Range and into the mountains. Hopefully we'll get to see the trees dis-
playing their most magnificent fall colors during our drive. Please plan to join us for the
Mile-High Section’s Annual Oktoberfest Rally on Saturday, September 24. At the end
of the drive we’ll meet at the Lass Resort (Ron and Laura Lass’s home) for a BBQ.

7
s
A headcount for the BBQ is required so you must register by Septem-

ber 21st. The cost is $30 per person . Bring your camera for great pictures along the
drive and bring your appetite. We'll have lots of great food to enjoy at the end of the
day.

The menu will include brats, grilled chicken breasts, sauerkraut, German
red cabbage, hot German potato salad, beer, wine, soft drinks, water,
and Black Forest cake.

For those of you driving the rally from quite a distance, you could spend the night in
Longmont at Super 8 Motel, 2446 N. Main Street, Longmont, CO 80501. They are lo-
cated at Hwy 287 & Hwy 66. You can reach the Super 8 at 303-772-8106. This is just
four miles south of the Lass Resort where you'll be enjoying the BBQ. For more in-
formation, contact Laura Lass at 303-776-8276.

REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11

at The Perfect Landing
< 625 S. Peoria St., Englewood

You'll be sure to enjoy the casual cuisine and the great views from Pike’s Peak to
Long’s Peak at this restaurant often billed as “Denver’'s Hidden Gem Restaurant”. The
Perfect Landing is located close to Centennial Airport in the Denver Tech Center. We
had dinner here last August, and had a great meal and a wonderful time.

Visit the Menu page on their website at www.theperfectlanding.com __to see their spe-
cial $12 Perfect Dinner menu selections and for more information on this “Perfect”
location for our September Social. Reservations are required for this social.

You must register by September 19, 2011.

For more info contact Patt Clark at 303-904-0223.

REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11
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Hello friends,
and welcome to September!

This issue is packed full of events taking
place in September, and there should be
something for everyone!

This is a month where Mother Nature’s transformation into fall
instills a sense of urgency in preparation for the upcoming win-
ter months. The Board and several members have arranged
several events to take in the beauty of the seasons and stay
warm on a cold winter’s day.

Our September Board meeting follows a lovely lunch at the Mt
Vernon Country Club on Saturday September 17" and as al-
ways, all members are welcome. Also coming up in Septem-
ber is one of our most popular events — our Oktoberfest Rally.
Join us September 24th for another great rally hosted by Ron
and Laura Lass.

Looking ahead to October, the New Mexico section is hosting a
Regional Event in Albuquerque for their International Balloon
Fiesta. This is always a spectacular event and what better way
than from the Mercedes dealer near the field while enjoying
refreshments?

Coming up on November 5", we have our Annual Membership
Meeting. Again, all members are welcome, and in fact encour-
aged, to attend. The location this year is Café de France, and
we have a private room. This is when and where yours truly,
and all of your other officers, directors, and neer’ do wellers
gain notoriety. It is a great place to meet and greet those that
lead the club, and the place to be if you have any gripes, con-
cerns, criticisms, accolades, and desires. Don't miss it! | look
forward to another great month!

—Niels Haubold
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The Constellation
Newsletter of the Mile-High Section, Inc., Mercedes-Benz Club
America, Inc.
Mile-High Section, Inc. MBCA, Publisher

JAY & DEBORAH HOKANSON, Editors
PO BOX 27825, Denver, CO 80227-7825
Phone: 303-935-8270 / Email: constellation@comcast.net

We ask our readers to support the advertisers appearing in this pub-
lication. However, no inference should be made that advertising in
The Constellation implies approval of products or services by the
publisher, the Mile-High Section, its officers or members, or by the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. We encourage editors of other
Mercedes-Benz Club newsletters to reprint articles that may be of
interest to their Section’s members. We appreciate credit being giv-
en to The Constellation. Those articles reprinted in The Constellation
with permission from owners of copyrights on those articles may not
be used without written permission from the original owners. Mem-
bers are welcome to submit articles. Deadline for submission is
the 10th of the month prior to the month the issue comes out.
Articles should be relevant to the interests and activities of MBCA
and its members. The Publisher reserves the right to edit or reject
any article.
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OCTOBER SATURDAY DRIVE—OCTOBER 15, 2011
Depart 10:30 a.m.—Starbucks e e
13640 Orchard Parkway, Westminster, CO 80023 i i

Join the Mile-High Section for a drive back in time on October
15th. We’'ll be going all the way back to 1837, which is even be-
fore the first Mercedes rolled out of the carriage shop. We will
start our journey at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, October 15th when we depart from our meeting point at Starbucks. Arrive
earlier if you would like to have breakfast or coffee at Starbucks. (See directions below.)

We'll take a scenic drive, arriving at Fort Lancaster in the Fort Lupton area about 11:30 a.m. Members of the South
Platte Historical Society will give us a tour of the restored fort, the 1860’s Donaldson house and the 1875 Independence
Schoolhouse, and of course the visitor center and gift shop. Please note that the final 800 feet of our drive is on a grav-
el drive into the fort area. After a 60-90 minute tour, the group will adjourn for lunch at the Wholly Stromboli restaurant
in Fort Lupton. Fort Lancaster (Lupton) had its beginning in late 1836 as a log shelter for its builder, Lancaster Platt
Lupton and his Mexican laborers. The site chosen was approximately seven miles south of another fur trading fort
called Fort Vasquez. As this period was an active one for fort building and fur trading, Fort Lupton eventually found itself
on the southern end of four forts that were built on the South Platte River, north of Denver. They were all situated along
the old 425 mile long north-south trade route called the Trappers’ Trail. A permanent adobe structure then referred to as
Fort Lancaster was not begun until mid April 1837. Adobe bricks could not be "cured" in very cold weather and approxi-
mately 34,000 were needed to build the post!

Cost of the event is a $5 donation per person with the funds collected being donated to the South Platt Valley Historical
Society who are graciously providing us with the group tour. Lunch is on your own. Registration Deadline is October
13th so we have an event head count. Please indicate if you plan to have lunch at the restaurant after the tour.

(Directions to Starbucks:  From I-25, Exit 136th Avenue and travel west about ¥ mile. Turn right on Orchard Parkway. Then turn
right at the first driveway and then left to Starbucks at the next available turn.) REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11
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To borrow a line from the great Mick Jagger, “Please allow me to introduce myself.”

Now that we have firmly established the fact that | will be serving as the leader of this fine club through the office of
the President, | thought it only fair that | tell you all a little about myself. | don’t know how long | have been a mem-
ber, and | can’t remember when | joined. When | jointed is not important. | do remember attending track events at
Stapleton with my parents in the mid nineties while | still lived in New Mexico. | enjoy all types of events and meeting
new people but the “tech sessions” are the most fun for me. | have learned a lot about our fine cars through these
informative and fun events.

My professional life consists of twelve years of roadway traffic control both through private contractors and at the municipal level in
the Traffic Engineering Department of the City of Albuquerque. Currently, | serve as the Reconditioning Manager at Centennial Leas-
ing & Sales in Englewood CO. My duties include insuring that pre-owned cars and trucks are serviced, repaired, and presentable for
sale as well as advertising of our inventory. It is an occupation that I truly love as | play with all kinds of different cars every day.

My passion for Mercedes Benz began in 1985 when my Father purchased a 1983 300TD. How could a station wagon be such a fan-
tastic car? It is only fitting that we still own this car and it will proudly be displayed at the Forney Museum for several months this win-
ter (See the article on page 9 to see how you can display your Benz at the Forney). | knew the car was special from the get go. In
addition to the wagon, my father and | have a 1986 190e 2.3-16 and a 1984 300GD that is currently under a power plant upgrade and
will grace an event sometime in the distant future.

Belonging to the club has become a family affair, with family and friends joining the club just for the fun. My wife Jody eagerly antici-
pates events and our soon-to-be three year old son Jakob is always a hit when he tags along. It is not necessary to own a Mercedes
to appreciate the events that our membership comes up with. My sister has joined with her VW, a long time family friend joined with
her Honda, and my 2.5 year old son has been involved and attending events since birth. We always check the calendar for Mercedes
events before we commit to anything.

I will strive to continue the status quo while simultaneously attempting to add new events and try new strategies to grow and retain
our membership. If YOU have any ideas for events, anything at all, please let me or any of the Board members know. This is your
club and we are here to serve you. It is the participation and involvement of the membership, the forming of new friendships, and the
variety of different personalities sharing a common interest that makes serving you all so rewarding. | look forward to meeting you all
and taking this club to new heights in terms of members and their participation. We really do have more to offer than the award win-

ning literature you have become accustomed to. — Niels Haubold
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Mercedes-Benz in the News

What's been happening in the World of Mercedes-Benz this month?

Mercedes-Benz unveils third generation
of Smart Plug-in electric car

= The new Fortwo electric gets a new powertrain--a more powerful 73 HP
? Bosch brushless electric motor and a higher-capacity lithium-ion battery
pack giving the car an extra 16 miles of range.
B 1129 Ay The new powertrain propels the rear-drive two-seater from 0 to 37 mph in
: = 4 - 5.0 seconds--1.5 seconds faster than the current car. The run from 0 to
- 62 mph takes less than 13 seconds. Top speed is now rated at 75 mph,
ﬂ up from 62 mph in the current car.

New Shooting Brake (3-door hatchback) e
to be part of CLC line-up S

“Shooting brake” is a term used to describe sporty wagons that usually
have two long doors. Mercedes-Benz boss Dieter Zetsche has given ap-
proval for a second Shooting Brake model to accompany the brand's ea-
gerly awaited CLS Shooting Brake due out in 2012. The CLC variant
would be priced below the larger and more opulent CLS version.

Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG gets a new V8 engine

The 2012 Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG is the most powerful SLK of all time. Its new AMG 5.5-liter V8 engine featuring
cylinder shutoff combines the ultimate in performance with the lowest possible fuel consumption. With a peak output of
415 hp and maximum torque of 398 Ib-ft, the 2012 SLK55 AMG is poised to outperform all of its direct competitors. High
-performance driving is provided by the AMG sports suspension with Direct-Steer system, Torque Vectoring Brakes and

3-stage ESP®, as well as the AMG high-performance braking system. The 2012 SLK55 AMG will arrive in U.S. show-
rooms in early 2012.

Now Playing: AMG Driving Academy Video Series

Participating in the prestigious Mercedes-Benz AMG Driving Academy has never been easier with the release of the
new "AMG Performance Series Videos" and the opportunity to win a trip to participate in the one-day intensive Basic
Course at the Academy. Ten instructional videos, hosted by professional racecar driver and AMG Driving Academy in-
structor Tommy Kendall, are available on the Mercedes-Benz USA Facebook page (http://on.fb.me/dWQthT) and
YouTube. Through September 15, 2011 on the Mercedes-Benz USA Facebook page, people can enter for a chance to
win a trip for four to Laguna Seca. More information on the AMG Performance Series Videos has been posted on the
MBUSA media website. This information can be found by clicking the following link:
http://media.mbusa.com/releases/now-playing-amg-driving-academy-video-series.

Sheryl Crow's 190SL auctioned
to aid Joplin Schools

Sheryl Crow donated her 1959 Mercedes-Benz

| 190SL convertible to aid in the recovery of the
schools of Joplin, Missouri. Many schools in Joplin
were destroyed by the tornado that hit Joplin earlier
this year. The car was sold at auction for

1 $130,000.
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This Month: Fall Car Care

| can’t believe it is August already!! The old saying of, “Time flies when you are having
fun” seems to be holding true except my version has to do with the fact that time
seems to accelerate with age.

Anyhow, August means that Fall is right around the corner and Fall means that Old
Man Winter is thinking about coming around for a visit. There are several items that can make your car unhappy during
this beautiful time of year and it is an excellent time to prepare your car for the upcoming stay in the freezer.

The beauty of the trees can be harsh on your car. As the leaves fall they carry with them the dirt and sap that have
been collecting since Spring. They are also in a state of decomposition, so there will be staining organic matter. All of
these items can harm your paint and it is important to wash your car often. Use a clay bar to remove any stubborn sap
and insure that you have a good coat of wax.

After the wash, inspect the drains, particularly the drains along the bottom of the windshield for collected leaves and
debris. If these drains are blocked it will allow water to collect and can lead to premature rust and corrosion. | have also
seen this standing water cause visible sheet metal damage from the expansion when it freezes.

Fall is also a good time to evaluate your tires and insure that you are confident with them for winter travel. Additionally,
it is a good time to replace your wipers and start topping off your washer fluid with a winter anti-freeze formula. Many
shops switch to inexpensive formulas in the summer that can freeze and cause damage to the washer system, not to
mention the fact that you won't be able to wash away the dirty spray back from winter roads.

Don'’t forget the cabin air filter either! This important and often overlooked bit of maintenance creates its own set of
problems if ignored too long. If this filter becomes too restricted it can cause the blower motor for the HVAC unit to work
excessively in an effort to draw air through and burn out. It is a relatively inexpensive part, however, the labor to disas-
semble the dash and replace it is exorbitant.

Attention to these few items in the fall can insure a smooth and painless transition into the difficult winter months ahead.

The Mile-High Section welcome’s our new Advertising Manager, Angela Ainsley.

Angela has enjoyed Colorado for the past 27 years and takes pleasure in everything our
beautiful state has to offer. Angela especially finds the part of the land most gratifying is
driving the winding roads of the mountains in her ‘99 SLK 230 Kompressor.

For the past 8 years Angela has worked as an Office Manager for automotive paint
manufacture. The distribution rights of her company were recently purchased by an
automotive recycler.

She has acquired an Associates of Business and currently attends the University of
Denver majoring in Communications with focus on Marketing.

Angela will act as the MHS liaison, meeting with local businesses, working to develop improved advertising, marketing
and promotion associations, and will work with the MHS to develop new concept event planning to attract younger
members to become more involved in club activities and events.

The MHS Board is very excited that Angela chose to work with the MHS as our Advertising Manager. If you are inter-
ested in advertising in The Constellation, please contact Angela at 303-328-7479, or angaylah@gmail.com.
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THE GLENWOOD HOT SUMMER RALLY
RECAP

HorTEl COLORADO

FESSEEEENEEENEEEnEnnnd

Our trip started with a fun, scenic and historic Rally
that took us through Morrison -Kittridge - Evergreen-
Bergen Park - over Squaw Pass, then on to Echo
Lake, giving us the opportunity to see some beauti-
ful scenery that we usually bypass on the interstate
and then through Idaho Springs back to I-70.

‘»}\\\\\\

Our Rally then took us on to Leadville taking the
Memorial Hwy to see the Memorials and where the
10th Mountain Division trained. We were all in-
spired by the history and the importance of the role
the 10™ Mountain Division played in winning WWII.
We closed our day by meeting in Glenwood Springs at the
Historic Hotel Colorado.

Members met for dinner and awards at the Rivers restau-
rant, just a few blocks from the hotel. The Rally winners
were announced. Congratulations to all who took the ‘
challenge for the Rally. Our winners were: 1st place -Mac <

2nd place - 3" place
atie -John & Fracine Nordman, and Carol Spackman &
Annie Blackett. The "Up lift -Le Bra AWARD" for last
place went to Dorn Green & Lavina Suhr.

Saturday morning started with a beautiful trip to Gateway, Colorado - the scenery is some of the most spectacular in Col-
orado. The Gateway Museum exhibits some of the finest restored cars in the world, as well as featuring the legendary
1954 Oldsmobile F-88 concept car. Then off to Allen’s Unigue Autos in Grand Junction where members got to spend
the afternoon enjoying one of the world’s finest private auto collections. All the vehicles in Tammy Allen’s collection
(There are 120 vehicles on display in the Gallery) have been hand selected by Tammy -- each having a unique or ex-
traordinary feature making it one of a kind.

To round out the day we went back to Glenwood
Springs where we enjoyed a wonderful dinner at
@ the Rivera restaurant. We even got a special
treat. Opera singer Heidi Paul was “in the

| house” and sang several special arias for the
group. And, as a special treat she sang Some-
where Over the Rainbow especially for member
Dorn Green, who was celebrating his birthday
that evening.

Members rounded out the day telling stories and
having a few laughs in the Hospitality Suite.
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Tammy Allen spent a
couple of hours with
our group, personally
autographed her book,
answered questions
gave members a spe-
cial tour of her private
office and conference
area. Tammy went
out of her way to
make members com-
fortable, and to make
our tour of Allen
Unigue Autos a truly
extraordinary experi-
ence.

On Sunday, the
majority of the
group went on the
optional trip to
Redstone where
we were treated
to a private tour
for our MB group
of this 100+ year
old castle where
Osgood - one of
the 6th richest
men in the US
accomplished
major hurdles and
started CF&lI
Steel.

Our knowledgeable tour host, Sue, gave
us a very special tour of the castle, mak-
ing this a highlight event for this weekend.
Ah, but all good things must come to an
end. The "brave ones" drove very care-
fully over Independence Pass back to
home.

Thanks to Don & Mary Lou Vollmer all
their work and effort to make this a great
trip.
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Driving a MB through
the countryside is fun.

Driving, or riding, with
friends in a Mercedes
is even more fun!

- By Reiner Haubold

Since Mile-High Section

members enjoy driving

events, the MHS Section Board has added more driving
events to its schedule.

Quite often someone would like to participate in a driving
event, but for some reason is unable to drive, does not want
to drive, or may not want to drive alone. We have many
members who drive sedans and SUVs that would be able to
accommodate an extra passenger or two. Others might be
driving alone and would welcome a driving buddy.

12#3 144

You are invited to join fellow MBCA members in the se-
cond Great Lake Mille, a tour around Lake Huron includ-
ing the Bruce Peninsula and Georgian Bay. You may
apply for participation with an interesting car of any
marque as long as you are, or become, an MBCA mem-
ber. Registration fee will include Kick-off Dinner, Recep-
tion at Benmiller, Ferry to Manitoulin Island, concluding
German buffet, and commemorative vest.

In order to create a win-win solution, prospective participants
are encouraged to communicate their driving needs with oth-
er participants. With a little cooperation between members
these driving events could be even more enjoyable and help
promote camaraderie among our members. My wife, Carol,
and | try to participate in as many events as we can. And,
since | drive our sedan or station wagon, not an SL, we have
extra space for many of these trips. Thus Carol and | hereby
offer anyone interested in riding along to contact us. We wel-
come the company. We can be reached at 303-986-5035 or
by e-mail at reinbold1@comcast.net.

You can also sign up to ride or drive using the

Registration Form on Page 11.

MBCA 2011 TRIP TO GERMANY

MBCA is going to Germany again in 2011. This year’s trip
is scheduled to start on Monday, September 26.

This is a great opportunity to join other members to see
many Mercedes-Benz facilities and venues that are not
available to the public. We'll visit AMG, the Classic Cen-
ter, the Sindlefingen visitor center and assembly plant,
the Unterturkheim engine plant, the test track and devel-
opment center, the “new” Mercedes-Benz Museum, and
the Stuttgart Brand Center. We'll also visit the Auto Muse-
um Carl Benz and the technical museum Sinsheim. Sev-
eral other auto related facilities as well as some surprises
are also included in the Trip.

The cost is the same as last year, $2500 per person with
no single supplement. Airfare and personal expenses are
not included. Don't hesitate to contact Jim O’Sullivan at
jimo55@comcast.net or 617.879.0017 for additional infor-
mation.
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The MBCA Technical Committee stands ready to
contribute their vast experience and resources to
help you with your Mercedes-Benz.

Go to www.mbca.org and click on Tech Talk!

MBCA members can submit a technical question
online to the entire MBCA community. Here you will
find technical articles submitted to the Star Magazine
from our club technical experts, PLUS you can have
your questions answered by George Murphy,

Pierre Hedary, Jonathan Hodgman, and other
specialists. This is just one of the many benefits for
MBCA members!
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The Forney Museum of transportation is scheduling a special three month long indoor show just for

Mercedes vehicles in the center of their Museum from November 1, 2011 through January 31, 2012.
They have a few Mercedes of their own, but need about 20 vehicles from Mercedes-Benz Club members to complete the dis-
play. They are primarily looking for pre-1985 vehicles and a few select newer vehicles.

Christof Kheim is the Director of the Forney and a longtime MHS Member. They would especially love to display any pre-war
vehicles and vehicles from the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s. If you have a nice 70’s or 80’s model, the Forney may be interested as well.
There is no cost to display your Mercedes, and you get a warm, indoor place for your Mercedes for 3mo  nths next win-
ter.

If you would like to display your pride and joy and honestly be able to say your vehicle was in a nationally recognized museum,
contact Christof at the Forney at 303-297-1113, or stop by and see where your Mercedes will be displayed. For tracking purpos-
es, please advise Jay Hokanson via email at jhokanso@comcast.net  or by phone at 303-935-8270, if you are going to display
your Mercedes at the Forney.

The National Business Office is delivering a series of surveys to Club Members for the
purpose of understanding their Membership expectati ons first-hand.

Members with an email address will receive an opinion poll from the NBO electronically (via Survey
Monkey). Members without an email address will receive an opinion poll by mail (a postage-paid return envelope will be
provided). Each poll will take less than 5 minutes to complete. Results will be collected, summarized and presented by the
NBO at the November 2011 Board Meeting.

MBCA has determined that the time is right to listen to and learn from Members' opinions first-hand then attempt to

build Club activities, services and benefits around their most requested expectations, beginning in 2012. So, take a few
moments to complete your survey. If you don't receive your survey, or if you have questions, contact Lisa Juhl, Director of
Marketing at 800-637-2360. Surveys are as follows:

July 2011: Driving Events August 2011: Member Benefits & Discounts
September 2011: Participation Preferences

DON'T FORGET—MBCA MEMBERSHIPS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

Don't miss an issue of The Star magazine, access to the Club Forum, the Tech Library, and much more. Fill out
the form below and mail it to MBCA at the address on the lower left part of the form, or—why wait — go straight to
www.mbca.org _ and fill out Gift Membership form on line. Have you renewed YOUR MBCA membership?
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The National Business Office has announced that with
every email and address update received at the NBO,
(either by website, phone, email or snail mail) they will
send a 10% Off Coupon for one item in the Club
Store. One coupon per member will be sent electroni-
cally (you must provide a valid email address). Send
these updates to Geni at geni@mbca.org . Having
your email address helps the club save money and in-
crease services to our members!
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Contact Jay Hokanson at 303-935-8270 or constellati __on@comcast.net.

The MHS is looking for an Editor for the Club’s monthly newsletter, The Constellation. The Editor
works with the Board, members, advertisers, and others to prepare articles, photos, ads and event in-
formation. Though you don't need to be a professional, you must have the knowledge, ability, and
appropriate software program(s) to prepare the newsletter and mailing list, and provide both in a suitable format to the
printer for monthly printing and mailing. MHS member who enjoys attending club events preferred.




