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BEHIND THE WHEEL 
With President Jay 
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COLORADO GRAND  
September 16, 2010 
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STARFEST 2010 
September 24-29th  
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MHS QUARTERLY DRIVE 
October 16, 2010 
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PIKES PEAK SECTION 
FALL LEAF TOUR Oct 1-3 
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ANNUAL MHS MEMBERS  
MEETING  - November 6 
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The Golden Europe 
6620 Wadsworth Blvd 

Arvada 
 

Join us at one of our favorite spots 
for some great authentic dishes 
from Austria, the Czech Republic 
and Poland.  Make sure you leave 
room for dessert! 
 
Call Jay at 303-935-8270 for direc-
tions, or if you would like more 
information.  
 
THERE WILL BE NO SOCIAL IN 
OCTOBER —Join us for a quarter-
ly drive October 16th —See article 
on page 3.   
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Starbucks at Exit 240 off I-25  �

�
Fall is right around the corner!  Time for another 
wonderful scenic drive along the Front Range 
and into the mountains.  Hopefully the trees will 

be displaying their most magnificent color during our drive.  Please plan to join us for the 
Mile-High Section’s Annual Oktoberfest Rally on Saturday, September 25.  At the end of 
the drive we plan to meet at the Lass Resort (Ron and Laura Lass’s home) for a BBQ.  
The menu will include brats, grilled chicken breasts, sauerkraut, German red cabbage, 
hot German potato salad, beer, wine, soft drinks, water, and Black Forest cake.       

A headcount for the BBQ is required so you must register by September 22.  The cost is 
$30 per person .  Bring your camera for great pictures along the drive and bring your 
appetite.  We’ll have lots of great food to enjoy at the end of the day.   

Directions to Starbucks:  Take I-25 to Exit 240, CO 119, Firestone/Longmont. Go east to the 
traffic light (you see Popeye's Restaurant on your left) and then turn left (north). Follow the 
road around to Starbuck's.   

  For more information, contact Laura Lass at 303-776 -8276.                                                             
     REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 

HELP MHS TEAM DREIZACKSTERNE   
SUPPORT THE 2010 SUSAN G. KOMEN  

RACE FOR THE CURE 
 

October 3, 2010 is the date for this year’s Race for the Cure in Denver.  In past years the 
Mile-High Section has organized a walking team that participated in the Komen Race for 
the Cure under its team name Dreizacksterne (Three Pointed Stars).  While we had al-
most 30 entrants a few years ago, participation has steadily declined since then.  Thus, 
this year we are attempting a different approach for the Section’s participation and contri-
butions.  We plan to collect member contributions and forward them to the Komen organ-
ization.  Our plan is to develop a procedure through which the Dreizaksterne team will 
receive the credit and  individual contributors will be recognized by the Komen organiza-
tion.   
 
Members wishing to make a charitable contribution t o the Komen Race for the 
Cure should submit their check, made payable to the  Susan G. Komen Race for 
the Cure using the Registration Form on Page 11.   The Section will collect that infor-
mation and submit it to the Komen organization in the name of the MHS team.  Receipt 
for donations can be provided upon request.  Contact Reiner or Carol Haubold at 303-
986-5035 or reinbold1@comcast.net   for more information or to suggest ways to 
support this worthy cause.   

 

           A donation box will be available at the Oktoberfest Rally on           
September 25, 2010 at the end of the Rally to colle ct donations.   



The Constellation 
Newsletter of the Mile-High Section, Inc., Mercedes-Benz Club 

America, Inc. 
Mile-High Section, Inc. MBCA, Publisher 

 
Deborah Hokanson, Editor 

PO BOX 27825, Denver, CO  80227-7825 
Phone:  303-935-8270 / Email: dhokan@comcast.net 

 
We ask our readers to support the advertisers appearing in this 
publication. However, no inference should be made that advertising 
in The Constellation implies approval of products or services by the 
publisher, the Mile-High Section, its officers or members, or by the 
Mercedes-Benz Club  of America.  We encourage editors of other 
Mercedes-Benz Club newsletters to reprint articles that may be of 
interest to their Section’s members. We appreciate credit being 
given to The Constellation. Those articles reprinted in The Constel-
lation with permission from owners of copyrights on those articles 
may not be used without written permission from the original own-
ers.   Members are welcome to submit articles.  Deadline for sub-
mission is the 10th of the month prior to the month  the issue 
comes out.   Articles should be relevant to the interests and activi-
ties of MBCA and its members.   The Publisher reserves the right to 
edit or reject any article.   
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I’m really looking forward to our September events coming direct-
ly on the heels of the MHS Garage Tour and joint Mile-High and 
Pikes Peak Section picnic. 

MHS member Chuck Fisher has organized a drive up to the 
mountains to see the cars entered in the 2010 Colorado Grand 
1000 mile charity race for vintage sports cars on September 16th.  
Colorado Grand vehicles must be pre-1961 vehicles and you will 
see some real classics.  The vehicles will be parked for lunch 
and any needed repairs.  We will be able to wander among the 
cars and talk to the drivers and support crews. 

Later in September we will have our Oktoberfest Rally/drive and 
German BBQ that is hosted by Ron and Laura Lass.  If you have 
attended previous Oktoberfest rallies, you know that Ron and 
Laura host this premier fall event each year, and you sure do not 
want to miss it!  Looking for or one more driving event?  We will 
have our last Quarterly Drive of the year on October 16th. 

We had a great turnout at the August MHS Social on Wednesday 
the 18th with 39 people attending and we enjoying some great 
$10 dinner specials at the Perfect Landing.  Deborah surprised 
me with a birthday celebration and we all enjoyed cake and good 
conversation.  I’d like to thank everyone who was there who 
helped me celebrate and wished me a Happy Birthday. 

The September Social on September 15th will be at the Golden 
Europe in Arvada where we will enjoy some outstanding Ger-
man/Slovakian dishes.  The Golden Europe has proven to be 
one of the favorite restaurants of Section members.   

I’d also like to thank our members that came up to the Mount 
Vernon Country Club in August and enjoyed lunch with the Board 
of Directors and then stayed for the August Board Meeting.  MHS 
members are always welcome to sit in on our monthly Board 
meetings.                                     — Jay 
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The National Business Office has announced that with every email and address update received at 
the NBO, (either by website, phone, email or snail mail) they will send a 10% Off Coupon for one 

item in the Club Store.  One coupon per member will be sent  electronically  (you must provide a valid 
email address).  

Please send these updates to Geni at geni@mbca.org . Remember, items mailed to an incorrect address 
or where you are not currently residing  (temporarily away) cost the club money! 

�6306.26� � �%�� � � ���������������������������
                THE CONSTELLATION 

New Items Always  
Available at  

the MBCA Club Store   
�
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The Club Store also has shirts, 
auto accessories—or other spe-
cial items for that special per-
son (even if that special person 
is YOU!)   Contact Karen via 
email at karen@mbca.org or by 
phone, 1-800-637-2360.  

You can also visit  the Web-
store at www.mbca.org. 
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The MHS is planning its next quarterly drive for October 16, 2010.   We plan to visit and 
tour a former Atlas-E missile silo just 10 miles from Greeley.   Built in the 1960’s, the site’s 
inhabitant was the first ICBM intercontinental ballistic missile set in the ground.  The missile 
coffin held a four megaton bomb (500 times more powerful than the bomb dropped in Hiro-
shima during WWII).  A 9-man crew stayed on site for 24 hours then rotated back to War-
ren Air Force Base in Cheyenne.  In the event the area was bombed, the silo could act as 
a shelter (holding around 2,300 people).  Soon after the Cold War the missile was re-
moved.    

 

Start time, route plans, and lunch details are still being worked out.   Watch the MHS website and the October issue of 
The Constellation ���������������	
��������
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responsible for costs  (if any) to tour the silo, and the cost of their lunch.     

The Quarterly Drives have been a huge success – something different each time.  We don’t want to run out of ideas.  We 
found about the silo in recent news articles.   We always need volunteers to coordinate drives and we welcome your sug-
gestions for future drives.    For more information about our quarterly drives contact Reiner Haubold at 303-986-5035 or 
reinbold1@comcast.net.     REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11.   
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Make your plans today for StarFest®2010! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come for the weekend or for the week. Enjoy showing your car, driving your car, talking with other Mercedes-Benz en-
thusiasts or just enjoy gazing at some of the greatest German made cars from the 60s, 70s, 80s 90s and today!   This  
is a great opportunity to really learn how your car handles in a controlled environment under the watchful eye of an in-
structor at the speeds that your car was designed to go. All experience levels are encouraged to participate.  
 
Event and Meal Registration varies.  
For more information and to register go to: www.gws-mbca.org/SF/StarFest.html.�
Registration questions: Contact Paul Vandenberg: pdjv@pdjv.net.�
Questions about the event:  Contact Bill Hopper wwhopper@gmail.com. 
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MHS Advertising Manager Wanted 

Is there someone in the Mile-High Section who would like to get into advertising and PR work, and make a 
little money on the side as well? No experience necessary but an outgoing personality is a plus.  The Mile-
High Section needs someone to visit Mercedes dealers, repair shops and other related businesses to work 
with these companies on their current advertisement and/or future advertisement in The Constellation.    

                                Contact Jay Hokanson  if you want more information on this opportunity, 303-935-8270. 

�
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Colorado Grand Vintage Vehicle Tour 
September 16, 2010 9:00 AM 

Enjoy a scenic drive in the mountains on Thursday, September 16th and 
view the vintage automobiles entered in the 18th annual Colorado Grand 
charity race.  The race is for 1961 and older sports and vintage race cars 
and covers 1000 miles of Colorado’s mountain roads.  The race is limited 
to 75 vehicles, and you will see some real classics, including many Mer-
cedes-Benz vehicles.  In past years vehicles have been shipped in from around the world just for this race.  The Mer-
cedes-Benz Classic Center is a sponsor and usually brings out a classic vehicle or two for the race.   

We will catch up with the race vehicles as they are being parked for lunch and any necessary repairs in Salida.  You’ll 
be able to wander around the vehicles and talk to the drivers and support crews.  Lunch will be available for purchase at 
the event or at nearby restaurants. Proceeds from this remarkable event provide serious support for Colorado charities 
in the communities that the race passes through. 

No reservations are required. Anyone wishing to join the MHS caravan should meet the group at the Village Inn Restau-
rant at 12622 W. Ken Caryl Ave, Littleton, CO 80127 (just east of highway C-470 and Ken Caryl Avenue in west Little-
ton).  The Village Inn is on the south side of Ken Caryl.  We must be on the road by 9:00 AM to meet the cars, so if you 
plan to have breakfast before leaving you should arrive in plenty of time (8:00 AM is suggested)  to enjoy breakfast  and 
morning coffee.   If you have questions or need additional informatio n, call Chuck Fisher at 303-918-0658. 
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Mercedes Scores Highest 
in Top Auto Brands  

as Reviewed by Women 
 
Women now account for over half of all car    
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almost 80%. 
 
PITTSBURGH July 22, 2010 — Women-Drivers.com has 
released its semi-annual 2010 report showing the Top  
Auto Brands as rated by women’s dealership reviews. 
Each year, the company tracks thousands of consumer 
reviews with regards to women’s Purchasing, Browsing 
and Service experience at car dealerships in the United 
States.   
 
On the site, individual dealerships’ scores range from 1.0 
– 5.0. Dealers with Women Satisfaction Index, or WSI® 
scores between 3.80 – 5.0 are recognized and marketed 
as Certified Women-Drivers Friendly™. Dealers use this 
online reputation management tool to distinguish and   
leverage their business. WSI® scores in the report are 
placed into the four (4) categories: Overall, Purchasing, 
Browsing, and Service. 
 
The Top OVERALL Brand (with the average WSI Score 
being 4.05):  Mercedes: 4.68  
 
The Top Brands for PURCHASING experiences at 
dealerships: Mercedes and Dodge dealers received the 
highest WSI® ranking among women buyers with a 4.83 
score for Purchasing a vehicle. The average WSI® score 
for all brands in this category was 4.27. These top brands 
ranked consistently high with women customers who were 
very satisfied with the engagement and treatment by the 
sales person, their overall dealership experience, as well 
as the financing process. 
 
Top 10 Brand for BROWSING experiences at dealer-
ships: Mercedes dealers scored the highest, with a WSI® 
of 4.52 score among women customers who went into the 
dealership but did not purchase that day. The average 
WSI score for all brands in this category was 3.72. These 
top brands ranked consistently high with women custom-
ers who were very satisfied with the engagement and 
treatment by the sales person and their overall dealership 
experience. 
 
The Top Brands for SERVICE experiences at dealer-
ships: Acura dealers scored the highest from women hav-
ing their car serviced with a WSI® score of 4.80. The Av-
erage WSI® score for all brands in this category was 3.91. 
These top brands ranked consistently high with women 
customers that had an easy time scheduling a service visit 
and received an estimate prior to work.  BMW and Mer-
cedes came in 2nd, both rated at 4.57.   
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                THE CONSTELLATION 

ANNUAL MHS MEMBERS MEETING– NOVEMBER 6, 2010 FRESH FISH COMPANY 
 

The Mile-High Section will hold its annual Members Meeting and election of Officers and Board members at the Fresh Fish Company, 
7800 E. Hampden Ave., Denver, on November 6, 2010. Cocktails start at 5:00 PM with a cash bar, followed by dinner, selected from 
their extensive menu. There is no charge to attend the annual members meeting, but you are responsible for the cost of your meal. 
Reservations for the dinner meeting are required and can be made via the registration form in this issue of the Constellation. 
 
Following dinner, the MHS will hold its annual general members meeting, followed by election of new and returning members to the 
Section’s Board of Directors. The only requirement to be a Section Board member is being a current Section member in good stand-
ing with MBCA and MHS.  A couple of Board members have stepped down in the past year.  Please consider offering your services to 
your club by running for the Board.  Club officers are chosen by the Board of Directors from the elected Board Members. 
 
If you are interested in running for a Board of Directors position or would like to know more about being a Board member, contact 
MHS President Jay Hokanson at 303-935-8270 or jhokanso@comcast.net. You may also relay your desire to run for a Board position 
by letting any current Board member know.    
 
We encourage all MHS members to come to the annual Members Meeting and hear what is happening in your club and provide input 
for the items that will be on the agenda. If you would like to add an item for discussion at the meeting, please send a short message 
by November 1, 2010 to Jay Hokanson at jhokanso@comcast.net.                      REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 
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After a false start in June due to last-minute projected bad weather, the annual Exotic Sports Car Show & Concours 
d’Elegance took place on Sunday, August 8th. Among the field of over 300 beauties, were around 30 Mercedes from 
the Mile High Section. However, only 9 of them took the challenge to enter in the “judged” category. This year each 
club was responsible to do its own judging, and our two selected judges, Randy Williams and Niels Haubold were     
pretty lenient. Our thanks to these two gents for giving up part of their day to accomplish this daunting task!  

The results were: 

Class  Place Owner   Vehicle 

Pre-60s SL    1 Chris Marsico  1955 300SL Gullwing 
 
Pre-89 SL   1 Richard Frank  1969 280SL 
    2 Tom Wise  1986 560SL 
 
Post 89 SL    1 Nancy Funnell  2000 SL500 
    2 William Possel  1997 SL320 (Spc Edition) 
 
Sedan    1 Howard Marcove 1998 C43 (AMG) 
    2 Robert Funnell  1984 500SEL 
    3 Jim Beetham  1985 300D 
 
Classic    1 Dick Rewey  1959 220SE  
  

We were again graced by the appearance of   
Richard Fleenor’s 1954 300SL Gullwing, in a 

prominent place in the Founders’ Circle. �
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Eight Super Sports Cars Span 108 Years 
of Mercedes-Benz History  

at the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance 
 
 
PEBBLE BEACH—August 6, 2010 —Mercedes-Benz celebrated its super sports 
car heritage with eight iconic vehicles displayed at the Mercedes-Benz Star 
Lounge during the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance in August —including a 
privately owned 1902 Simplex driven 1,500 miles to Pebble Beach and a 300SLR 

“Uhlenhaut Coupe” from the Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart, Germany. From August 12-15, 2010, the Mercedes-
Benz Star Lounge also showcased the entire line of E-Class vehicles, a Sony Gran Turismo 5 gaming sled, and May-
bach display in addition to SLS AMG test drives and a selection of Mercedes-Benz Classic Center vehicles that are 
available for purchase. 
 
Starting with a 1902 Mercedes Simplex , the lineup of super sports cars included a ���������������	��
�����
��
�����	��������
��������������������������	��������
�� ��������� -����������
�� !"�  and the 2011 SLS 
AMG GT3 that is expected to hit race circuits later this year. 
 
The Mercedes Simplex, first launched in 1902,  quickly became the leading high-performance vehicle of its day, 
competing and winning numerous hill climbs and road races. With three horsepower ranges – 20, 28, and 40 – the 
Simplex was enjoyed in competition and leisure. The 1902 displayed at the Star Lounge is fitted with a 28 horsepower 
engine and is the oldest known Simplex on the road today. 
 
Built from 1928 to 1932, the Mercedes-Benz SSK , short for Super Sport Kurz, was loud and fast. Known as the “White 
Elephant” for its brute force, the SSK had a commanding presence and dominated road races due to its shorter wheel-
base, Roots blower, and large displacement 300 horsepower motor, which boasted an impressive top speed of 120 
miles per hour. 
 
The 1952 W194 300SL, built in just nine months, marked the debut of the SL moniker, meaning "Sport" and “Light.” 
While many chassis components were derived from a sedan model, its rigid tubular spaceframe forced developers to 
create its iconic ‘gullwing’ doors. 
 
The 1955 300SLR “Uhlenhaut Coupe,”  named after Mercedes-Benz chief engineer, Rudolf Uhlenhaut, was a closed 
roof version of the famous 300SLR racecar, designed to provide the most comfort for demanding long-distance races. 
Only two Uhlenhaut Coupes were ever built as it debuted the same year that Mercedes-Benz discontinued its racing 
program. 
 
The 1956 W198 300SL is the standard production version of the 1952 W194 racecar. Insipired by the race car’s 
unique styling and impressive performance, the 300SL ‘Gullwing’  coupe was brought to market through the efforts of 
USA-based Mercedes-Benz distributor Max Hoffman who guaranteed an order of 500 units. Built from 1954 to 1957, 
only 1400 300SL ‘Gullwing’ coupes were produced and today are one of the most sought after collectible vehicles. 

 
Over a period of ten years from 1969-1979, Mercedes-Benz developed multiple C111 concept and 
experimental vehicles representing the future of Mercedes-Benz sports cars - where comfort, luxu-
ry and performance were not mutually exclusive. The C111 vehicles were a technological tour-de-
force and claimed nine speed records. Several technical and safety innovations made their deput 
on the C111s ranging from ABS, advanced front suspension later integrated into the S-Class, and 
turbo diesel engines. 
 
 
First conducted in 1950, Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance® 

(www.pebblebeachconcours.net) has grown to be the world’s premier celebration of the 
automobile. The most beautiful and rare cars are invited to appear on the famed 18th 
fairway of Pebble Beach Golf Links®, and connoisseurs of art and style flock to see 
these masterpieces. Charitable donations raised by Pebble Beach Concours d’Ele-
gance® now total over $13 million. 
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DON’T FORGET—MBCA MEMBERSHIPS MAKE GREAT GIFTS! 
          Don’t miss an issue of The Star magazine, access to the Club Forum, the Tech Library,  and much more.   And 
don’t forget the MBCA Loyalty Program—updated for 2010!  Fill out the form below and mail it to MBCA at the address 
on the lower left part of the form, or—why wait — go straight to www.mbca.org  and fill out Gift Membership form on 
line.  Have you renewed YOUR MBCA membership?    
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